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DeparTMENT 0¥ THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C., January 8, 1864.

Sin: T have the honor to transmit Hercwith a treaty made at the Old Cross-
ing of Red Luke river, in the State of Minnceota, on the 2d day of October, 1863,
between Alexander Ramscy and Aghley O. Morrill, commissioners on the part
of the United Stetes, and tho cbicls, headmen, and warriors & the Red Lako
and Pembina bands of Chippewa Indians, and recommend, it it meet your ap-
n_.os__. that it be laid before the Scnato for the constitutional action of that

QﬁH * . - -

>v.ao.=,==:mo:z== from the Commissioner of Indian Afluirs, of the 5th instant,

and copics of Mr. Ramscy’s report and journal relating to the treaty, and u map
showing the territory ceded, are herewith enclosed.

: 8 ly, obedient servant,
1 am, sir, very respectfully, your ¥ . USHER,

Secretary of the lnterior.

The PRESIDENT of the United States.

[CONFIDENTIAL]

RED LAKE ARCHIVES

ﬁ Exzcurive,
P.

38t CoNuREss,
1st Session,

© ARTIOLES OF A TREATY -

MADE AND COKNCLUDED AT THE

OLD CROSSING OF RED LAKE RIVER,

The State of Minnesota, on the second day of October, in the year eighteen
hundred and sixty-three, between the United States of America, by theer com-
misstoners, Alexander Ramsey and Ashley C. Morrill, agent_for the Chippewa
Indians, and the Red Lake and-Pembine bands of Chippewas, by their

chicfs, headmen, and twarriors.

’ . . Apnicne 1.

The peace and friendship now existing between the United States and the
Red Lake and P’embina bands of Chippewa Indinns shall be perpetual.

. Awricvi 11,

T'he suid Red Lake and Pembina bands of Chippewa Indians do hereby cede,
sell, and convey to the United States all their vight, title, and interest in and to
all the lands now owned and claimed by them in the State of Minncsota and in
the Territory of Dakota within the following described bounduries, to wit :
Beginning at the point where the international boundary between the United
Statea and the British posscssions interscets the shove of the Lake of the
Woods ; thence in a divect line southwestwardly to the head of Thief river;
thenee down the main channel of gaid ‘Lhicf river to its mouth on the 1ted Lako
river; thence in a sontheasterly direction, in a direet line towards the head of
Wild Rice river, to the point where such line would intersect the northwestern
boundary of a tract ceded to the United States by a treaty coneluded at Wash-
ington on the twenty-sccond day of February, in the year cighteen hundred
and fifty-five, with the Missiesippi, Pillager, and Lake Winunehagoshish bands of
Chippewa Indians ; thence along the said boundary line of the waid cession to
the mouth of Wild Rice river ; thenee np the main chanuel of the Red river to
the mouth of the Shayenne; thence up the main chinnel of the Shayenne river
to Poplar grove; thence in a direet line to the Place of Stumps, otherwise called
Lake Chicot; thence in a direet line to the head of the main brinch of Salt
rviver; thence in a direet line due north to the point where such line wonld inter-
sect the international boundary aforesaid ; thence castwardly along said boundary

ta the place of' begiuning.
Anricee ITL

In consideration of the foregoing cession, the United States agree to pay to
the said Red Luke and Pembina bands of Chippewa Indians the following
sums, to wit: ‘Pwenty thousand dollars per annu, for twenty ycars; the said
sum to be distributed among the Chippewa Indians of the said bands in equal
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amouats per capita, and for this purpose au accurate cmumeration aud curolment
t of the members of the respective bands and families shall be made by the offi-
cers of the United States: Provided, That so much of this sum as the Presi-
dent of the United States shinll direct, not exceeding five thousand dollars per
year, shall be reserved from the above sum, and applied to agricultare, educa-
tion, the purchase of goods, powder, lead, &e., for their use, and to such other
beneficial purposes, ealenlated to promote the prosperity and happiness of the
said Chippewa Indians, as he may preseribe. ’

Awrenr IV,

« And in further consideration of the foregoing cession, and of their promiso to
abstain from such nets in future, the United States agree that the said Red Lake
i and Pembina bauds of Chippewa ludians shall ot be helil liable to punish-
. ment for past offences. And in ovder tv make compensation to the injured partics
| for the depredations committed by the said Indizns on the goods of certain
|- British and American traders at the mouth of Red Lake river, and for exactions
forcibly levied by them on the proprictors of the steamboat plying on the Red
river, aud to onable them to pay their just debts, the Uuited States agreo to ap-
propriate the sum of one hundred thousand dollars ; it being uuderstood and
agreed that the cluims of individuals for damages or debt under this article shall
be ascertained and audited, in consultation with the chiefs of said bands, by a
commissioncr or comnissioners appointed by the President of the United States,
i * and that after such damag s and debts shall have been paid, the residus of the
above sum shall be distributed amnong the chicts. Furthermore, the sum of two
thousand dollars shall be expended fur powder, lead, twine, or such other bene-
ficial purposes as the chivfs may request, to be cquitably’ distributed among tho
said bunds at the first payment.

AnrmicLe V.

To encourage and aid the chicfs of said bands in preserving orler and in-
ducing, Ly their exmnple and advice, the members of their respeetive bands to
adopt the habits and pursuits of civilized life, there shall be paid to cach ol the
said chicfs annually, out of the annuitics of the said bands, a sum not exceed-
ing one hundred and fifty dollars, to be determined by their agents aceording to
their respective merits. _ And for the better promotion of the above objects, a
further swn of five hundred dollars shall be paid at the first payment to cach of
the suid chicfs to enable him to build for himself o housc. - Also, the sum of
five thousand dollars shiall be appropriated by the United States for cutting out
a rond from Leech lake to Red lake. .

. AwnricLe V1.

"The President shall appoint a board of visitors, to consist of not less thun
two nor moro than three persons, to be sclected from ench Christian denomina-
tions a8 he may designate, whose duty it shall be to attend at all aunuity pay-
_ments.of the said Chippewa Indians, to inspeet their fields and other improve-
wents, and to report mmually thercou on or before the first day of November,
and also as to the qualifieations and moral deportinent of all persons residing
upon the resorvation under the authority of law; and they shall receive for
their services five dollars a day for the time actually employed, and ten cents per
mile for travelling expenses: Provided, 'Uhat no one shall be paid inany one year
for moro thun twenty days’ , or for more than three hundred miles travel.

.o .
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Anricre Vil

.E._c laws of the United States now in fore, or that may hereafter be enacted,
n:.o_:_..::._u the jntroduction and sale of epirituons lignors in the Indian country,
m_..:= be in full foree and efleet throughout the country hereby ceded until other-
wise directed by Cungress or the President of the Unied States.

Awricuk VIIL

In further consideration of the foregoing cossion, it is hereby agreed that the
United States shall grant to cach male adult hali-breed or mixed blood who is
related by blood to the said Chippewas of the said Ited Lake or Peinbina bands
who has ndopted the habits and customs of civilized life, and who is a citizen of
the United States, a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be
selected at his option, within the limits of the tract of country hereby ceded to
tho United States, on any land not previously vcenpied by actual settlers or
cavered by prior grants, the boundaries thercof to be adjusted in conformity
with the lines of the official surveys when the sune shall be made, and with the
“.n_:é and regulations of the United States affucting the location and cntry of

1¢ samne.

.

Arnricre 1X.

Upon the urgent request of the Indians, parties to this treaty, there shall be
set apart from the tract hereby ceded a reservation of six hundred and forty
(640) acres near the mouth of T'hief river for the chict  Moose Dung,” and a
like reservation of six hundred and forty (640) ncres for the chief ¢ Red Bear,”
on the vorth side of Pembina river.,

n witness whereof, the said Alexander Ramecy and Ashley C. Morrill, com-
missioners on the part of the United States, and the chiefs, headmen, and war-
riors of the Red Lake and Pembinn bands of Chippewa Indimng, have hereunto
geb their hunds, at the Old Crossing of Red Lake river, in the State of Minne-
sota, this second duy of October, iu the yvar of our Lord one thousand eight
handred and sixty-three.

: ) ALEX. RAMSEY,
ASHLEY €. MORRILL,

Coumnissioners.
Mons-o-mo, his x mark, Moose Duug, chief of Ited Lake.
Kuw-wash-ke-ne-kay, bhie x mark, Crooked Arm, chief of

Red Lake.
Ase-e-ne-wub, his x mark, Little Rock, chicf of Red Lake.
_a:m”c:.:_:r-._:c_: his x 'mark, Red Bear, chief of Pem-
ina.
>"wc.===.... his x mark, Little Shell, chicef of Pcnbina.
yrm.n_:._.o.:e%.:. his x mark, Red Rob, warrior of Red
ake.
Ka-che-un-ish-e-naw-bay, his x mark, The Big Iudian,
warrior of Red Lake.
Zcm._wm.s_.mnr. his x mwrk, Fowr Skies, warrior of Red
ake.
755-.:5::..m:&;::ﬁ.m:=.. his x mark, Sunmer Wol-
verine, warrior of Pembina.
. Joseph Gornon, his x mark, warvior of Pembina.
._:ae____ Moutreuil, his x mirk, warrior of Pembina.
.._..cr-mm_..re-—mn.mrmﬂ. his x mark, warrior of Pembina.

;
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May-zhuc-e-yaush, his x mark, Dropping Wind, head
warrior of Red Lake. .

Min-du-wah-wing, his x mark, Berry Huator, warrior of
Red Lake.

Naw-gaun-e-gwnn-nbe, his x mark, Leading Feather, chicf

of Red Lake.

Signed in presence of—
Pauu H. Beavuiey, Special Interpreter.
Perer Rov, Special Interpreter. .
T. A. Wannex, Usited States Interpreter.
J. A. WuekLock, Secretary.
ReupeN OTrmaN, Secretary.
Geonag D. Came, Aajor 8th Regiment Minnesota Volunteers.
WiLtiam T Rockwoon, Captain Company K, 8th Minnesota Vols.
P. B. Davy, Cupt. Com’y L Vst Begiment Minnesota Mounted Rangers.
G. M. DweurLg, Second Licutenant, 3d Minnesota Batlery.
I’ RikuER, Surgeon 8th Regiment Minnesota Veluntcers.
L. S. Kiovgn, First Licut. Com'y L, 1st Minnesota Mounted Rangers.

Sam. B. Apse.

C. A. Rurren.
Piknne X. Borringau.

Saint PavL, Minnesora, October, 1863,
1 effeeting a treaty
lie extinction

Having, in compliance with your instructions, succeeded it
with the ted Lake and Pewbinn bands of Chippewa Indians for t
of their title to the large and important district of country known as the Red
River Valley, I have the honor to make the following report of the circumstances
connceted therewith :

My departure from Saint Paunl was postponed, by various canses, to a much
later dute than I had anticipated or desired.  The treaty goods, forwarded by
the department, did not arrive till the latter end of August, and the arrangements
for an escort for the expedition, which was neeessary to the safety of the train,
as well upon its route—which lay through a country liable to be infusted by
hostile Sioux—as when it reached its destination, juvolved atill further delays.
Your letter of instructions had led me to rely for this purposo on the cavalry
battalion of Major Hatch, of whose experience and inlluence with the Indians
I should have been glad to avail myself. DBut the unexpected delays in the
organization and equipment of this foree compelled me to apply to General
m__w_mv.. then opportunely returning from his expedition agaiust tho Sioux, for
a deiuchinent of the mounted troops under his command, which, with whatever
other assistance could forward tho objects of the commission, was promptly and

cordially furnished by that obliging oflicer.
All arrangements having been completed, I started from Suint Paul on the
second of Scptember, taking the route via Saint Cloud tv 1ort Abercrombie,

where we were to reccive a part of our cscort and a quantity of provisions
destined for the Red Lake and Pembinge Indians, and which were stored there
Inst year, when the outbreak of the Sioux prevented their reaching their desti-
nation.

From this post our route luy alm
the wide and rich savannas which
of our own making, till we croased the S
the northeast, reaching the erossing of the 1
of September.

1 the castern bank of the Red river, through
Forder this remurkable stremn, over n track
and Hill river, wheuco we diverged to
ted Lake river on the twenty-first

1 o

This -place, which, by the route travelled, is about four hundred miles from
Saint Puul, was sclected us tho most convenient rendezvous for the contructing
partics, as it was nearly cquidistant between the Red Lake and Pembina Indiang,
and some time before I Ieft Baint Paul messengers had been despatehed to notify
the chiefs and principal men of those Indiuns to meet the commissioners at this
point. Accordingly, the Red Lake Indians were already encamped on the ground,
this unexpected punctuality being doubtless due to the personal supervision of
my associate, Mr. Morrill, who had nccompanied them from. Red luke, and whe
was now awaiting my urrival.

T'he Pembina Indians, however, had not yét arrived, and it was determined
to postpone the opening of negotiations till they cune in, a8 I decmned it im-
portant, for obvious reasons of policy und convenience, to unite both communi-
tics in one treaty, and to avoid, if possible, the separate negotiations to which
it was found they wero inclined.

On the next day, Tuerduy, the Pembina Indians arrived in greater numbers
than had been anticipated, bringing in their train, as partics to the businens in
hand, nearly all the half-brecd population of Pembina sud Saint Joseph, whoso
attendanes was not expeeted or desired at all. 1 had explicitly instructed the
messengers sent to summon the Indians to the rendezvous, that { desired the at-
tendance only of their chiefs and principal men—though it was hardly cx-
pected this injunction would prevent the Tndiany bringing their tamilics.

By an cunmeration carcfully taken on the 29th day of September, as u basia
for the distribmtion of provisions, there were found to be present, as the guests
of the government—men, women and children—of the Red Lake bands, 579
Tudians, 24 half-breeds; and of the Pembina bands, 352 Indians and G6G3 half-
breeds, or 1,618 Indiaus and half-breeds in all, not more than a hundred of
whom, at furthest, would strietly come within the actual terms of my invitation,

It will be seen that nearly two-thirds of the whole Pembina delegation were
half-breeds, who came unbidden, under color of their relationship to the In-
dians, to billet themselves upon the hospitality of the government, and probably
to appropriate the lion’s ehare of whatever presents or provisions might full to
the lot of their Indian friends.  ‘The messenger or agent who had been author-
ized to furnish subsistence for the Pembina Indians on their way to the treaty
ground, gave as his excuse for bringing so large o number of uninvited guests
that the Pembina Indians are completely under the control of their Lalt-breed
relatives, and could not have been induced to come unless aecompanicd by the
latter, who have long been aceustomed to consider themselves, to a certain ex-
tent, the real owners of the soil, and ag having cven a greater juterest in any
treaty for its purchase than its far less numerous or powertul aboriginal oe-
cupants. :

It was now too late, us it would obviously have been impolitic at this junc-
ture, to have disputed this pretension; and it became necessary, therctore, to
provide them with subsistcuce from our inadequate stores, hoping by au expo-
ditious despatch of business to accomplish the objects in view before exhausting
our stock of provisions, which, of course, could not have been replenished at
that distance from the source of supply. Another powerful wotive for bustening
the negotiations to as rapid n conclusion ns possible wus the latencss of the
scuson, the heavy frosts which were unusually carly and severe, even for this
porthern latitude, having alreudy nearly destroyed the graxs on which the
animals of our cavalry escort and supply truin depended mainly for forage.
Yortunately, the Indions themselves were equally anxious to return home in
time to prepare for the coming winter, and they evineed as much dixposition to
sress the business Lefare them o speedy conclusion as could reasonably have
FE.: expected, connidering the taggardness, timidity, and indecision, which or-
dinarity charmcterize their deliberations,
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Accordingly, on Wednesdny, the thivd day after my arvival, we held oar fimt
gevernl council, a report of which, ay of all subsequent procealings, carcfully
prepared by the scerctary of the commission, will be found i the anmexed
Journal. T addressed them at length upon the object of our visit, cudeavoringg
especially to impress upon them the faet that their Great Father desired to make
a treaty with them—not in order to obtain pussession of their lands, but chicfly
with a view to their benefit, and to prevent the recurrence of diflienltics between
them and his white children ‘passing  through their country, and which might
end, i’ not obvinted by some timely understanding, in conscquences to his red
children which he would greatly deplore.  1was aware that they were possessed
with the belief, partly avising from the fact that several previous efforts had been
maide to purchase their country, and partly from the misrepresentations of in-
terestod parties, that the government was very anxious to obtain possession of
their lands, and placed @ great value upoun the acquisition. I endeavored to dis-
abuse them of this impression, which I anticipated would lead to extravagant
demands, and, agreeably to the tenor of your instructions, while cmphatically
ignoring their right to interrupt or molest the travel and trade passing through
their country on any pretext, offered them tweuty thousaud dollurs for a right
of way over the roads and vivers of the country, which I regarded as a fair
equivalent for a concession which really deprived them of nothiug they now en-
joyed, and still left them in full occupancy of the country. ,

I had not the slightest expectation that this offer would be aceepted, and was,
of course, nut disappointed when, at the council held-next day, it was emphali-
cally and unanimously rejected.  Indecd, it was obvious, from the circumstances
of the case, that u satisfactory treaty for a right of way merely could not be
effected except upeon terms for which they would be cqually willing to cede
the country itsclf. It was, in their view, a matter of much less consequence
what they #urrendered, than what they obtained in exchange for the surrender.

They had long been accustomed to look to a treaty as a means of obtaining
comfortable annuitics, of the amount of which they had formed the most cx-
travagant expectations, and they very readily appreliended that by merely selling
the right of way for the small sum of money they would necessarily reecive for
it, they would indefinitely postpone the prospeet of amore luerative arrange-
ment, and, perhaps, as they way have fancied, seriously impair the strength of
a title on which they had relied as the prolific souree of tuture revenues.

Besides, as these Indians had assumed the right to levy contributions of
goods as a toll, or tax, upon merchants or steamboats passing through the
country, the formal purchase of a right of way would have implicd that such a
right did not already exist, and thus have sactioned an assumption on their
purt, and inaugurated a precedent on ours, at varianee, it scemed to e, with
sound poliey.

Morcover, it was not anlikely that theiv vague understanding of the nature
of such an arraugement would lead to new cowmplications, which could only
be remedied by new expenditures, and, in a very few years at furthest, neces-
gitate a treaty for the absolute extinction of this title.  Ac¢ any rate, it was
apparent that such a necessity would very soon be pressed upon the government
from nnother quarter, by the rapid advance of settlement throughout the valley
of the Red river. PFinally, in view of the unruly disposition manifested by
these Indians in consequenco of their jsolution from the control of the govern-
ment, it seemed to me of great importance that they should be brought into
more intimate relations with its representatives,’and more directly under its
supervision.

For all these reasons, looking at once to the best advantage of the government,
of the Indinug, and of the white communities interested in the development and
trade of these regions, I deemed it advisable, under the diserctionary powers
conferred upon me by your letter of justructions, to dircct the negotiations with
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a view to an absolute purchane of their Iauds—at Teast of wuelof their huds as
could, for wmany years, fall within the possible exigencies ol trade, emigration,
or scitlement.

Phe failure of previons uegotiations for this objeet warned me that its ac-
complizhment was a task of cousiderable difliculty and delicaey, owing to the
preposterous expectations formed by some of the Indiana, the stolid indiference
of the kargze majority to the business before them; and when these were over-
come, to the timid reluctinee of the ehicfs to take the responaibility in amatter
deemed by them of momentous importanee.  "The progress of negotintions also
developed some clements of sullen opposition to a treaty—small in numbers,
but influentinl and obstinate—consisting of parties who had been coneerndd in
the depredations of 1862, who prided themsclves on having frustrated all previous
attempts to make a trealy, anel who had, therefore, personal reazons of their own,
perhaps, for not wishing to be: brought into close oflicial rekations with the gov-

ernment.,
Phe deliberations of their councils were at first =0 far controlled by these

adverse influences, that their most extravagant wizhes were presented as their
ultimatum, and they positively refused at one time, with an appearnce of nnanim-
ity and firmmess, 10 treat for o cossion of their lands except for theenoymouns an-
nuity of ono huudved and fifty-five dollars and sixty-two aud a half” cents
(8155 623) per head for fifty yoars—equivalent, in the aggregate, to from ten to
twelve mitlious of dollars; and even _.r..: the proposed cession embraced but
litthe more than halt the avea they afterwards relinguizhed for the thirticth of
the sum first named.  Bventually these intemperate views were overraled by
the wise councils of the older and more influential moen, who wished by o treaty
to condoue for the past offences of their bands, and prevent future ditliculties,
and by the general voice of the younger men, the traders and half-breeds, who
dusired the more substantial frnits of the arrangement.

Tersuaded that they could do no better, they were finally satisfied to aceept
the terms proposed by the commissioners, muld this satistaction was largely in-
creased by some concessions of no great importance, which they gratefully
pliced to the eredit of thuir own diplomacy.

The treaty was signed, on the third of October, by six out of seven of the
recognized chiefs of the Red Lake and Pembina bands—the one dissentient
who hiad led the opposition to a treaty on this as on previous ocensions giving
a verbal assent, but refusing his signature from motives of pride.

Tha event, it may be added, was received by all the hands with geeat satis
faction, which was at lenat not lessene | by their first experienee of its substan-
tinl benefits in the distribution of goods and provisions which took place ou the
next day.

The tract of country ceded by this ety embraces all the American valley
of the Red River of the North, except o sndl portion previously ceded, and s
estimated to contain over cleven willion (11,000,000) acres of land, equal to
half the avenof the State of Ohio, though, as the Lteral boundaries are Lc_.::i
by the heads of streniag, the pusition of which s imperfeetly known, its exact
avest eannot, now he aseertained.  The whole of this aren may be regarded as ulti-
=::.=r< available for agriculture and settlement, the soil being generally of ex-
traordinary fertility and finely adapted to the production of the small grains,
though portions of it wlong the banks of the _nc.f river are imperfeetly drained,
und are subject to oceasional overllow, 1t embraces all the present paths of
commercial travel, and the designated routes of projected railvoads and tele-
graphs between the settlements of Minnesota and the British eolonies of north-
wentern Anerict,

On the cast of this traet the Ied Take Indians still reserve a small strip of
unceded territory, enclosing the basin of Red lake.  With the exception of a
parrow border of fertile “ hardwood * lands around the shores of that lake,
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where these bands now havoe their homes and raise small crops of corn and po-
tatoes, the trnet reserved for their future occupancy, while abounding in game,
fish, ficlds of wild rice, and other resources adapted to the primitive wants of
the _._.:...:_. is, from the nature of the surface, which may be generally deseribed
as u series of impassable swales, entively valucless to a civilized people.

'The Pembinu bauds, who subsist Ly buffule hunting, also retain for them.
sclves a tract of country claimed by them, embracing some of the present favorite
pastures of that animal north and northwest of Devil’s lake.

The sum stipulated to be prid in consideration of this cession is twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000° per annum for twenty years, making, with other ex-
—.c.:_:::.cm. about five hundred and ten thousand dollurs (8510,000) in all.

The amount agreed upon was unot, of course, regulated by any supposed
standard of value applicd to the land, though it is belicved that no territoriul nc-
quisitiona of equal intrinsic value have been mado from the Indians at so low a
rate per acre, or on terme so advantugeous to the government. L'erms cven
more advantageous might have been secured, if the exaction had befitted the
dignity, tho duty, or the establisbed policy of the government in its dealings
with these ignorant savages. But the explicitness of your instructions on this
head saves me the necessity of vindicating, on grounds of justice or expediency,
the considerations which led me to frame the provisions of the treaty as far as
possible for their benefit.  With this view their aunuities were fixed at a rate
per gapita nearly uniform with those granted to other bands of Minnesota Chip-
pewas, and for n term of years which ought to witness such an improvement in
their social condition as will placo them above the necessitics which the nnnuity
syatem is designed to meet,

The stated rato per capita is presumed to be an adequate conpensation for
such losses as they may be supposed to sustain from the encroachments of the
white man, by the diminished range or resources of their hunting grounds; and
experience has proved it to be auflicient, it prudently used, to supply some of
their most uccessary wants, whilo it is not suflicient to releass them from the
neeessity of exertion, or to support them in a state of idleness.

The amount of aunuities was fixed on the assumption that the banda who
were parties to the treaty numbered from twelve to fifteen hundred souls, though
upon this point it was impossible 1o obtain uny accurate information.  From
the best data 1 could colleet, it is believed that the Red Lake bands number be-
tween eight hundred (500) and one_thousand (1,000.) The Pembinn bands
cliim from four hundred (400) to six hundred (600) more, but as the lntter In-
dians live close upon the Britiah border, and mako their homes indiseriminately
on either side of the line, it is impossible to say how many of their number be-
long properly to the jurisdiction of that government; and if this treaty should bo
carricd into effect, it would be necessary to institute a carcful enrolment, with a
view to the ascertainment of this important fact, as, otherwise, a large nccession of
British Indiaus, afiiliated with the Pembina bands, may be cxpected to claim a
participation in the provisions of the treaty, and thus scriously affect the
standard of annuitics mmong the rest, and inflict a gross wrong, especinlly upon
the Red Lake bands.

It is stipulnted that throc-quarters of the amount of an.uitics arc to be paid
in money. 'L'his form of payment was regurded as at once the most convenicent
for the government, considering thie great trouble and cost of trausporting goods
to such remote points, while experience has proved it to be far better for the
Indian, as he is proverbinlly far more prudent in his expenditures of money
thau in the disposition of articles susceptible of barter. e will often quite
as readily exchange a blanket as a half-dollur for an article he desires, eapecially
if that article be whiskey.

An important object of the treaty was the improvement of the Indinns.  One-
quarter of the amount of annuitica is to be reserved as a fund for this purposc,
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to be converted into such articles, or to be applied to such beneficial objects, us
the President may dircet; this general phirascology, which admits of such adup-
tation to special circnmstances as may be required from time to tiwe, being ro-
garded as more expedient than a nuwmber of provisions dirceting the specific
upplication of this fund. :

Phe Indians insisted with preat urgeney, as one of the conditions of the cession
that such provisions khould be made as would save them harmless in the future,
from any responsibilivy to the injured parties, or to the government, for the dep-
redations and rebberies committed by some of their number in 1862 on the

of British and Ameriean traders, and they  were solicitous that the

property
tatanding

treaty should cibrace some armngement for the liguidation of their ou
debis to theie tradees, 1o was, therefore, stipulated that one hundred thousand
dollars ($100,000) should be appropriated for the payment of those linbilities ;
and to gurd against peculation, it was provided that all claims for damages or
debt under this article should be ascertained and audited, in cousultation with
the chicts, by a speeinl commission to be u__vm.om::z_ by the President. ‘Ihe
chicty roquested that Hon. I1 M. Rice should be the commiasioner, to which 1T
ventured Lo give my assent, in the belief that no other appointinent would bo
wore satistictory to the department or to the Indinus.

It is believed that the provisions of the treaty, i faithfully enrvied out, will
redound greatly to the advamtage of the Indians. ‘The peenliar geographical
isolation of the Red Lake Dwlians, especially, affords a rare opportunity for
training these simple children of the wilderness in the habits and - puresuits of
civilization, wndisturbed by the corrupting influences which usually counteract
all eflorts for their improvement, md it was to protect them as far ax possiblo
from the destructive ugency which lias bitherto sealed newly every Indian
treaty with the curse of doom to their wretehed raee, that the introdaction and
sale of spirituons liquors on the ceded lands s interdieted by the terms ot this
treary until the President shall otherwise diveet.

Phe position of the ceded teaet. embracing all the routes of travel, commercee,
and emigration between the Missisaippi valley and the prosperous British colo-
nie~ of northwestern A riea, renders the extinetion of the Indian title thereto
a marter of the first consequence to the people of this State, and  essential,
indeed, o the development of the novthwest.

"Phe British sctilements on the Red river, established fifty years ago by Lord
Selkirk, already contain a population of from ten to twelve thousand souly,
und are rapidly advancing in monbers, wealth, and importance. "The inmense
fur trade of this region, extonding northward to the frozen zeas, and westward
to the Rocky mountains, finds its outlet through Minnesata over the lands ue-
quived ander this treaty.  Hundeeds of carts are constantly employed, during
&E summer months, in the transportation of mercliandise from Saint Paal to
Yort Gairy, and recently n steamboat has been placed upon the Red river to
accommodate the rapidly growing commerce with this region. -

The Hudson Bay Company, whose jurisdiction over these immenso territories
dates back to the time of Charles the Second, has recently been xeorganized on
a plan more consistent with the progressive civilization of the age thaun tho ex-
clusive and monapolizing spirit in which its charter has heretofore been admin-
istered.  This plan contemplates the extension of settlement, of mail, telegraph,
and oventually steamboat und railrond communications throughout the whole belt
of fertile valleys which span the west half of the continent, from the Red river to
the magnificent harbors of Vancouver's bay, and the development of the rich
gold and other mincral discoveries on the slopes of the Rocky mountains.

A line of transcontinental telegraph is about to be constructed, under the ans-
pices of the great corporation, from Pembine to the Pacific const, which will,
undonbtedly, be continued by Awmericnan enterprise to Saint Paul on the cast,
and, before loug, by a submarine chain throngh the islands of the North Pacific,
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to conneet on the Asintic cunst with the grat lines of telegraph which Russia
is catablishing from St. Petersburgh 1o the mouth of the Amoor.

The line of the Saint Paul and Pacific railroad, now in course of construction,
runs for two hundred miles northwesterly across the ceded eact, as located by
Congress, by which it was endowed with a valuable Lad grant, with a view to
its ultimate extension to the Pacific const. And it is not the Jeant of the nd-
vantnges of the treaty that it will now nake these lands available for con-
struction.

It wuns iy good fortune, while on my return homeward, 1o meet Mr, Dallas,
the goveruor of the Hudsouw’s Bay Company’s territories, who expressed the
greateat sati=faction that an aerngement had ag st been effeeted with the Te-
dianz on the route, which would wot only put an cnd o the annoyances which
had heretofure proved a serious cheek npon the commercinl intercourse between
the Britich and Awerican settlements, but ranain a great obstacle to the devel-
opment of the important enterprises above referred to.

Though the original motive to the treaty was the pacilication of the Indians
ocenpyipg the Red River valley. and the removal of the obstructions which
their presumption had placed in the way of wravel and trade through that re-
gion, you will perceive that it was really demanded by considerations of far
wider reope, and that its ratification would not only promote the local interests
of the connnunitics <concerned in the commerce of the valley, but advanee the
general development of the northwest and strengthen the bonds of international
comity.

In further pursuance of your advice, on my return from Red Lake crossing
I visited the agency at Crow Wing, with a view, if possible, to adjust the difli-
culties growing out of the alleged dissatisfaction of some of the Mississippi
Chippewns with the treaty concluded at Washington last winter.  Advised by
Agent Morrill that the chicfs were not then present, but would be assembled at
the time of the payment some ten days afterward, I proceeded to Saint Iaul,
and retwined at the time indicated. My arrival was opportune, for the Indiuns
were hesitating about reeciving their payment under the apprehension that it
would be regarded as a final aceeptance of the terms of the treaty, and exclude
them from any right of protest in the premises.  But upon my assurance that
such would not be the case, and that the government would gladly listen to any
representations they had to make, and as far as possible wodity the exceu-
tion if not the terms of the treaty, so us to be agrecable to them, their objections
ceased, and they at once consented to reecive their pay.

By referring to the notes of the council held with the chiefs, it will be seen
that their complaints had referenee chicfly to the character of the reservation
set apart by the treaty ; but as I had no ivtormation which would lead me to
suppose it was not reasonably adapted to their wants, I did not cncourage them
to expect any change in this respect. 117 vie commissioners then un their way
to visit the tract in question shall have found, as I expeet they will, that it
contaiug a suflicient amount of cultivable land for the limited agriculture they
e be induced 1o engage in, 1 should think it unadvisable to place the several
baudr, as now, upon separate reservations.

But as there is no present exigincy which demands their immediate removal,
at lenst from several of their rexervations, [ would advise that they be permitted
to remain thereon for the present, but that the Indinn agency be removed, as
goon ats convenient, to Leech Iake, and the Indinng tught to look upon it as
their future howe,

My impression is, that their dissatisfaction is in sume degree the mere effeet of
wounded pride, arising from their not having been consulted in framing the
provizions of the treaty.  This fecling might be readily vemoved by some slight
concessivng, in addition to that abuve indicated, and fur this object 1 would
recomumend that two or thvee of the mare iulluentind chidds be uvited to Wash.

in completing necessary preparations for the journey.
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ington. 'T'he intimation that I would urge these points in their favor was re-
ceived by them with great satistaction, but no circumstance of my intervicw
with the Indians had o happier effoet in assuaging their discontent than the
address made by Hole-in-the-Day, of Gull luke, to the chiufy, and which was
marke:d by a breadth and elevation of views which are rave among his race. 1le
advized them to submit cheertully to the provisions of chie treaty, rinee their Great
Father willed it.  'The chiefs who signed the treaty undoubtedly did so from
the beat of motives, and he recommended  them, by all means, 1o adhere to it
as if they had boen original parties to it A referenee o the accompunying
journal will more fully explain the position taken by the several chiefs. nead
hardly recommend, fn eonelusion, that compensation he pail 10 Iole-in-the-Day
for tho destruction of his honse, which is alleged o have been commitied by
white men during the dizturbanees of st fall, it as he lelieves, a0 promise to
that cffeet. has already been made him by the Seeretary of the Interior,

In conclusion, it is proper to say thronghout all these wegotiatious au Red
Lake crossing and at the Ghippewa agency, 1 was greatly indebted to the cor-
dial co-aperation and advice of Ageat Morrill, who w: wed with e on
this commission.  And 1 regret that the ueeessity of sepavating from him at
Crow Wing has prevented him from wniting with nue in this vepor.

I omitted to mention in its proper place that afier the treaty was signed a
written request was prepared by the chicfs of Pembina, that the s of twenty-.
five thousand dollars be appropriated for the Pembina half-breeds, who had not
succceded in engrafting on the treaty the provisions for their benefit, which they
had desired, amd that of this, five thonsand dollars be granted o Pierre Bolti-
nean a8 o token of their esteen, and o return for the obligations which he had
placed them under by past servicea. T aceordanee with my promise, thia paper
i= respectfully submitted to the department,

Very respectfully. yours, &c,,

ALEX. RAMSEY.

Hoy. WiLntam . Dowg,
Commissioner of Indian Affuirs, Washington, D. C.
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JOURNAL OF THE PROEEDINGS CONNECTEO WITH
TREATY WUELH S BED LAKE AND PEMBINA BAN
CLUDED AP THE OLD CROSAING OF RED LAKE 11
OCTOBER, 1863, BY ALEXANDER RAMSAY AND A 2 )
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September 4.—Commissioner Ramsay and the gentlemen aecompanying him
arrived at St. Cloud last evening en route for the proposed treaty rendezvous
at the old crossing of Red Lake river. The teams, with provisions and guods
to be used in making the treaty, had been sent ahead, and to-day was occupied -

September 5.~"1"he party left St. Cloud this morniug, and met General Sibley’s
expedition encamped at Richmond, twenty-five miles from St. Cloud.  The af-
ternoon was spent in arranging with General Sibley for an cscort and tennsporta-
tion for the expedition, and the general’s Lospitalities were accepted for the
night.

September T—Reached Sauk Centre yosterday, and to-day was oceupiced in
the organization amd outlit of w cavalry detachment under Lientenant ——,
which was to form a part of our e=cort.

September 8—~We reached Alexandria, where a company of mounted intin-
try was added to our escort, of which GCaptain Rockwood ook command.

September 11.—Reached Fort Abererombic to-day, where, whthoungh it lay out
of a dircet route, it was necessary to go in order to obtain a lot of Hour and other
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articles which were designed for tho contemplated treaty with the Red Lake
and Pembing Indiins last year, but which were arrcsted on their way to the
treaty ground by the Sioux outbreak and stored at this point. We were also
to obtain here a portion of onr escort, of which Major Georgo H. Camp now took
command.  Our escort and train had now grown to imposing proportions, the
formur consisting of 180 mounted men, and the Jater of 58 army (six-mulc)
wagons, 13 ox wagons, and half a dozen other vehicles.

September 21—We reached our destination at the crossing of Red Lake
river this morning, having started from Fort Abercrombie on the 13th instant,
and taken a route herctofore untravelled, beyond Georgetown, near the east
bauk of the Red viver.  This course was followed till we crossed Sand Hill cow’ed,
whunee our route diverged in a northensterly direetion to this point.  North of
the Wild Rice river, the country over which we passed, bordering unthe Red Lake
river, for ten or fifteen miles back, may be characterized as a serics of low swanpy
saviunag, liable to overflow, and which, in ordinury scasons, would be im-
ﬁ:u...:_._c for times, though the cluyey soil was now so hardened by the intense

wont and dronght of the past summer that our heavy trains made eeareely any
impresgion on its brick-like surface. The sail, however, is extremely fortile,
and if reclimed from overflow, would be equal to the bottoms of the Nile in its
productivenses of the cereals.

On reaching the crossing we found Agent Morrill and his party already en-
camped on thoe ground, and awaiting our arrival. lle had come by the way of
Lecch luke and Red lake, bringing with him the Red Lake Indians, whom we
found encamped in the adjacent woode. I'he¢ Pewbina Indians had not yet ar-
rived. We pitched our _tents on a fine broad plateau formed by the widening
of the valley of the Red Lake river, which equals the main stream in breadth
and volume.  The following persons forined the stafl’ of the comminsion: Seere-
tary of the commission, J. A, Wheclock ;. assistunt secretary, . Ottman; com-
mizsary, Benjamin Thouson; guide, Picrre Bottineau; interpreter, Paul Bean-
bicn ; assistant interpreter, Peter Roy.  In the aflernoon the four chicfy of the
Red Lake band, with a considerable number of their braves, came with Agent
Morrill to greet Mr. Ramsey, which they did with great cordiality, some of them
recognizing him as an old acquaintance, having been parties to a treaty negoti-
ated by him with the Red Lakes and Pembinese at Pembina in 1851.

The commissioner nddressed them, telling them that he was very glad to sce
them, but that he did not wish to enter into couneil with them till the arrival of
the DPembina Indiuns, as he wizhed them to act joiutly in the matters to be
brought before them.  1le told them that, in the meanwhile, he would endeavor
to find them something to eat, an announcement which was reccived with a
grunt of decided satisfaction,

September 22.~To-day the Pembina Indiaus arrived, bringing in their train
uearly twice their own number in half-breeds from Saint Joseph, who insisted
on regarding themsclves as individually and collectively the guardiam and at-
torneys of the Pembina Chippewas in all matters touching the disporition
of their landed interests. My, Ramsey also bad an interview with the two
chicls of these bands, ending, like the other, in distribution of provisions, and
au engagement to meet the representatives of all the bunds in a general council
to-morrow, the firiug of a howitzer to be the signal of the gathering. The
presence of Hole in-the-Day and several other chiefs from Leceh Juke, who
wore not partics to the proposed treaty, gave great umbrage to the Red Lake
chicfs, They were especially distrustful and jealous of Ilole-in-the-Day, whomn
they suspected of coming there with a view to influence the procecdings in some
way for his own benefit. They earvicd this feeling to such an extent that they
refused to ppenk to or recognize him in any way, and set spics upon his tiack.
Hole-in-the-Duy complained of this churlizh treatment to Mr. Ramscy, who ad-
vised him to go home.
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September 23~—At 2 o’clock p. m. the Indians nssembled in council in front
of the commissioner's headquarters to the number of purhaps a hundred, com-
prising the chicfs and principal men representing all the bands.  The chicfs
were named ag follows . :

Red Lake ckicfs. .

Monsomo, or Moosc dung.

IHawi-wash-ke-ne-kay, or Broken Arm.

Little Rock. .

DMay-dwa-gun-on-ind, or 1le that is Spoken to. .
Leading Feather.

Pembina chi

Aisco-meul-guoh, or Red Bear.
Asc-anse, or Little Shell, otherwise called Little Chicfl

Mr. Rumsey addressed them through the interpreter, Mr. Beaulien, aa follows:

QOVERNOR RAMSEY’'S SPEEGHL

Clicfs and headmen of the Red Lake and Pembing bands of the Chippewa
nation: Yaur Great Fathier, the President of the United Statew, has sent ug heve
as his commissioners to transact some business with you, which be regards as of
great importance to your welfure, s people, red, white, and black, are very
umcrous, and are spread over an immense country, and require a great dealn
of care.

Wor all these people, of all these various shades and complexions, he has a
great heart. e has a heart big cuough to embrace them all, and ho would teel
very bad it, through any neglect of his, any trouble shoulid grow up between his
white and red children.” Phe bad and treacherous Sioux, your enemics and ours,
by despising his counsels, have got themaelves into trouble ; by the muarder
of your wives and children, and of our wives and children; they have
calicd down upou themselves a vengeance which will surely be visited
upon them.  They will soon receive the just punishment of their erimea.  The
Great Spirit has already avenged, in a measure, the wickedness and perfidy of
the Sioux ; for whereas, o little more than o year ago, they had pleasant homes,
Mankets to keep them warm, and provisions to il their bellies, and moncy to
buy what they needed for themselves nud familics, they have now been driven
forth wanderers and outeasts e steange lands, stripped of everything, among
tribes who do not want them in their comry—without homes, without land of
their own, many of them without food, clothing, mmmunition, or even lodgea. 1
mean, of course, the Sioux of the Migsissippi, those who were engiged in the
Worse things are yeu in store for them. Those that symn-
pathize with them, or aid thenin any way, will be atte ded to in good time.
The conduct of the Sioux was without any excuse or apology. 1t they had
wrongs, they had ouly o represent them to their Great Pather, who would have
promptly redressed them. e lives, it is true, a great way off’ trom them, and
has a great many cares; but he is abways earcful to listen to the compliints of
all his ehildven, white or red, and to remove their troubles ns soon as possible.
The Sioux have not only behiaved badly, but they have destroyed all confidence
in their faith. They have shown thae weatics and pledges, however salemn,
have no bindiag foree with then, Henes, hereatier, they will never be believed
or trusted.  They have proved themselves before all the wurhl a base and
treacherous people, und good men and good spirits wast hereafier be against

outrages last fall,

them.
1 amn glad to meet you liere, bicause you have never violated the solemn faith
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of treaties, and because, whatever other difliculties have arisen, no whito man’s
blood has been shed by a Chippewa.  Now, I repeat it, that the Great Fathor
has an extreme desive that all his peaple, white and red, glould live together on
fricudly tevms. You kuow that, within the last filteen years, all the country
south of' you has heen propled by whites.  In those years, in places then as
niked of people as thoe prairies we have passed over, many luge and smnll
towns have grown up.  Where only a few thousand Indians ronmed, now over
two hundred thousand people are living in comfort.  These people manufacture,
buy and scll blaukets, clothes, knives, guns, and provisions, &e.  They must
curry what they buy and sell from one place to another.  T'his gives rvise to a
great deal of travelling and trade.  Steamboats in great vumh andd nore
und more, from year to year, pass over all the rivers of the counivy. iloing the
business of these people.  Railroads amd wagons pass over all the roxds of the
country, doing the business of the country, and more of them are caployed
every year, and greater numbers of people are engaged, and more houses aro
built, and more lurms eultivated, and more Llankels made from yenr to year.
T'his is what we call progress—going ahead—improvement—and all the men in
the world could not stop it, any more than they conld stop the sun from setting
by trying to put their hands upon i,

Now, there i growing up a trade of considerable importance between the
British settlements on the north and the American setilements on the south. 1t
i of the highest importance that this trade should be uninterrupred.  If that
trade goca on without interruption, and grows as it has done, in a short time
goods would be furnished them at half the prices they now cost.  In twenty
years from now, where one cart now passes up and down the road, and once
steamboat on the river, a hundred will be seen, and  before many years the rail-
road with the “fire-wagon” will be passing over the country, when they will
get into one of these fire-waguns in the morning and reach Saint. Paul in the
evening.

Now, this is a trade which cannot and must not be interrupted.  Aud their
Great Father, feeling this, and desivous to prevent any trouble Letween his
white and red peaple, has seut us here to come to some understamding with you
about it.  Their Great Father has no especial desive to get posseesion of their
lands. 1lc does not want their lands at all if they do not want 1o put with
them. Tle has more land now than he knows what to do with. e simply
wishes that Lis people should enjoy the privilege of travelling through their
country on steambonts and on wagons unmolested.

Their Great Fathier was deeply pained to learn that peaceable merchants
passing up to the British settlements were stopped on the way aud despoiled of
their goods; and once or twice. again, their steamboat on the Red river had
been interrupted, and alevy made upon it. e fears that if this is not arranged,
trouble will grow out of it heyond his power to prevent.  1le now appeanls,
through us, to their chicfs, and to their sages and thinking men, to take measures
now to prevent the trouble that will otherwise be sure to arise.

Now, your Great Futher thinks that the passing of steamboats and carts
through the country doca not harm you in any way. It does not deprive you
of anything; you have no stemnboats nor curts; you lose nothing by it; you
‘can still bunt and fish throughout your country as usual, Now, your Great
Father does not want Lo deprive you of any of this by force or violence, 1o
in willing to give you sumcthing to satisfy your reasonable deminds, and to
‘take away any pretext fr trouble in the future.  He is willing to buy the right
for his white children,

Now, for this privilege of passing over the country with carts and sicamboats,
-our Great Iather is willing (for the sake of a good wnderstanding) to pay you
w:::ﬁ:w: though it takes nuthing from you which you possessed.  And though
1 have not thotrht much about it, 1 am willing to give you what 1 consider a
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very liberal price, say twenty thousand dollars; or, if you want to scll your
lands and retuin a reservation for yourselves, say so. That is all we have to
say at present.”

No auswer was made to this address; but, at its close, Flole-in-the-Day, who
had been sent for by the Red Lake chicfs, come in and seated himself, as re-
quested v« the latter, on the ground between the commissioners and the other
chicfs. Then Little Rock, the spokesmun for the Red Lakers, arose, and,
shuking hands with the commissioners, spoke ay followa : .

SPEECH OF LITTLE ROCK.-

My Fuienps: I hope that you will listen to me once more. I have a few
words to say. My friend, I have listened to you before, and I have not listened
to you enough. Your words are wise, and we will think of what you say.
My friend, it is impossible for me to give any reply to the words you have
spuken at present. My friend, I am very sorry to say that there is somcthing
squeeging me very hard, and filling me with great grief sinee I have been
here. My friend, I am very worry ta say that what fills me with grict is
something which you have along with you.  We never would have expected it.
I thought that we had a friendly fecling between us, and that we could lay our
vicws openly before you; but it is now impoesible to sprak freely before you,
My, friend if you will help me to remove out of the way the thing that is
filling us with gricf, T shall be grateful. 1 have never done any wrong that
would fill the palm of my hand. My friend, I s afrnid that one who talks
my own language is the weapon you are going to use against us. My friend,
when any ncgotintions have been had with any other bauds of Indians we
have never troubled them. 'We have never been to any of the villages when
negotiations were going on. We have never troubled them, and du ot want
them to interfere with us.  That is all I Lave to say.”

At the conclusion of this speech, Hole-in-the-Day entered into convereation
with the chiefs, and told them, in explanation of the object of his visit, that he
had no design to interfere in their negotiations, but came to see the country,
and the concourse of strangers.  Little Boy, a warrior, then replied to Ilole-in-

the-Day as follows:
SPEECH OF LITTLE BOY.

My Nepsew: T have a few words to say to you., Tast winter, when the
messenger came throngh on his way to Pembina, 1 said that the government
need never fear that the Red Lakers would join the Sioux to fight the whites.
That the whites thought that the Red Lakers were siding with you during your
raid at Crow Wing, which was false.  T'here is not a single instanee where we
rnised n hand against the white man,  he white man has always supported
us, and every time 1 have metany white man or halt-breed 1 have shaken hands
with them.  We do not do as you huve done, go and shake hands with the Sioux,
and then come back and shuke hands with the white man. We never would
assist you nor auy other man to raise hands against the white people, and we
do not want such a notion to be abroad. My nephew, we have heard that you
were coming bere for the sake of raising trouble amongst us. We have heard
from the prairics that you were in correspondence with Little Crow and his
bands.  We want it distinetly undenstood that we want nothing to do with you
or with your plans. Now 1 have uttered the words that were reported to our
bands. Let those that have heard the words from the Sioux speak.

Scveral of the Pembina Indians here responded: ¢ Kaget, that is true; we
hicard it oursclves from the Sioux.”

Hole-in-the- Dayresponded, « that whoever said these things wereliars,” and the
council broke up.  Thisincident, ilustrating the state of feeling between Ldole-in-
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the-Day and the Red Lake chicfs, though irrelevant to tho proceedinga of the
treaty, is deemed worth recording in view of the suggestions contained in the
instructions of the department to Mr, Ramsey, that it might be expedient or
feasible to set apart a reservation for Ilole-in-the-Day and his band in the Red
.Lake country.

Thursday, Scptember 24.—The chicfs sent word that they would bo ready to
,mcet us at noon.  They accordingly cume at the timo appointed, with some fifty
or sixty of their principal men. Mr. Ramsey having announced that he was
ready to hear what they had to say, Little Rock, of Red Lake, who it appears
had been appointed spokesmun for the Red Lake Indians, arose, and after the
usual ceremony of shaking Lunds with the commissioners, spoke as follows

LITTLE ROCK'S SPEECH,

\.\ My Friexo: I shall, in the first place, state to you Low my thoughts are.
What 1 am to eay I speak with truth and confidenco. I want the earth to
listen to me, and I hope also that my grandfather may be present to hear what
I have to say, and I invoke the Master of Lifo to listen to the words I have to

) J.ﬁ.w. I hope there is uot a single hole in the atmosphere in which my voice
ghall not-be heard. My friend, the question you have Inid before us is of great
importanco to us. 'We bave heard the words you have uttered, and understand
them partinlly. Now I am going to speuk on that subjecty
" My father und my friend, in looking at me and ut my Lody, you see that I
am an Indian of veracity. ‘There is nothing that sticks to my skin in the shape

. of crime-—that which you detest the most. I hate lying and theft just as you
dg., I have never done any wrong,

vm._% fricnd, I do not consider mysclf a chief. Thesé (pointing to the Indians
behind him) are the chicfs, and those aro their braves. I am but going to inter-
pret their words. In the same light in which your Great Father sent you as a
representative, I meet you as the representative of these chiefs and young men.
I responded to the words of our Great Father, and I hastened to meet you at
your request. It is impossible, when your Great Father sends you on an erraud,
for you to dispute his words. In the same way, it is just as impossible for me
to dispute the words of those for whom I speak.

Now, my fricnd, I am going to show you how we came to oceupy this land.
The Muster of Lifo placed us here, and gave it to us for an inheritance.

You can sce far towards the cast where our grandfather comes from. Our
graudfuther’s tracks are perfectly plain and visible, not only here, but they
strike uway off to the west, My friend, it is very often that we have heard
your voice, (that is to eay, the voice of the government agents sent to make a
treaty,) on the matters you have presented to us, and now we listen to you once
more.

Whenever I look around I see, and I suppose you see it also—1I see gold
glittcring on the eoil we inherit. The land belongs to us.  We should be very
sorry for you to set a value upon the land for us and make us an offer as you
did yesterday, before you beard our offer. I want to give you an answer to one
thing you said yesterday about the road which passes through here and the
river.  You told us they were not of much importance to us. The Master of

" Life gave us tho river and the water thereof to drink, and the woods and the
roads we depend on for subsistence, and you are mistaken if you think we de-
rive no benefits from them. T'he Muster of Life gave it to us for an inheritance,
and gave us the animals for food and n_og_;s..ww I suppose that you are like
mysclf—you hate everything that is bad.  You¥ate erime; you hate lying; you
hate theft. It is just the same with me. My heurt, it is made of silver, and
the earth that I tread on is silver also. That is enough for the present.

Little Rock here resumed hin seat, when Red Bear, representing the Pem-
bina bands, advanced and suid ;
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RED BEAR’S SPEECH.

I do not sce any obstacle on my back track toward my village. T look upon
myself in the same light a8 you do upon yourself. You are here upon a visit
to lauds that do not beloug to you. It is judt the sume with me, w amon a
visit on lunds that do not belong to me. I did not bring my lnd with me to
Iny it before you. T am borrowing the use of the house where I am come to
meet you. When I said that there was no obstacle in my back track towards
mty village, I meant that there was no blot on my character. 1 have been
guilty of no crime, and that is the reason why 1 feel I have a right to spuik
frecly to yon. ‘T'hat is all T havo to say ut present,

Red Bear did not participate in the ._v“ wedations committed by the Pembina
Indians on the steamboats on Red river, __:n used every exertion to put a stop
to them, and it was probably to this he alluded.

My, Rumscy, to the juterpreter: Say to the chiefs that we have listened with
respeet and pleasare to then as the representatives of those who have oceupicd
the country for many ages, and becanse we believe them to be honest and hon-
orable men, as they have told us they were, aud we shall always listen to them
with respect during the progress of these negotiations.

In the history of our race we also recoguize the Master of Life. 'We have
no doubt the Muster of Life placed them upon the soil where we find them. He
also placed other Indiun tribes upon the soil in the regions udjacent to them.
Many of these Indian tribes bave evidently forgotten the lessons which the
Great Spirit impressed upon them, and beeause they have not listened to lis
voice have come to trouble. We cannot tell what are the motives of the Great
Spirit, but, for some reason which we know to be wise and good, he has broughte
anuther race with dilferent habits and different ideas from theirs around al
about them. 1t is possible thiey may not be making the best use of the lands
which the Great Spirit has given them.  They have broad lands here, occupicd
by about a thousand men, that the system of cultivation and settlement adopted
by the white race would support a thousand times, and perhapa ten thousaud
times, that number.  They were great hunters when the Master of Life placed
them here, but they were very destitute of many things neeessary to their coni-
fort, and cven to their subsistence, and the Master of Life pliced around them
a race, made and brought to them guns, powder, shot, lead, hlankets, cloth,.
and a hundred things which they could not make themselves, and without which
they would perish from astarvation and eold. 1t is probable that the Great
Spirit had in view the mutual advantage of both races in bringing them together,
They have lands heve which many of them never ace, and from which they
derive nothing whatever, which, i’ oceupied by white men, would yield them
abundant food, blankets, and whatever else they need.

The UGreat Spirit finds them and their women and children cold and miserable:
for want of blankets and other comforts, and he evidently devigns that they shall
depend less upon the gun and more upon the hoe.  So, while he takes away
some of the animals on which their ancestors subsisted, he sends in their place a
people ready to furnish them all they need for their subsistence, the meaus of
greatly improving their condition, and through us he opens an opportunity for
them to accept these new comforts, these gifts of the Great Spirit.  They can-
not help secing the hand of the Master of Lite in this. When 1 spoke to them
yesterday 1 simply stated to them the wishes of their Great IMather, and thar,
from a sincere desire to promote their welfare, and 10 prevent diflicultics such as
had already avisen, and were likely to arise again, he wished to take away a
subject of contention between them and his white ehildren, by buying a yvight of
way through their lines, und to take them more immediately under his eare.

As I wished to be honest and frank with them, I siuted to them about what
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I thought it would be worth to us. I stated to them very plainly, that if
the offers were not agrecable to them they should make anotlier proposition,
The Great Father had several times offered to purchase the land, not because
'he ‘'wanted it for scttlement—at lenst during pm_.o lifetime of the youngest of
them, but because he wanted a free passage over it in order to avoid quurrels
between them and his white children, which he feared might get beyond his
control. By selling it they insured their own peace and security, and an
‘annual supply of money, goods, and other things of which thcy were now in
want, while they deprive themselves of nothing of any value to them. If they
gold the laud they could still ocenpy and hunt over it as herctofore. probably
for u long time, .lw.m..:s_._._ not _:.cr__._%ga wunted for settlément heforo the
youungest man among them was o grey-headed old man. Now, I wish them to
-tuke my propositions into consideration, to talk them over among their chicfy
and young men right here, and to give some sort of an answer before we part,
or at any ratc to come here with an answer to-morrow. When the advuntagos
are 80 obvioue to them, it surely cannot require much reflection to como to a
conclusion. It certainly was a lurge ?.mncm offered them for the privilege of
‘passing over their territory. It is not the custom of the Great Father to ask
M? children, white or red, for the privilege of passing over their lands; but I
made them this offer, as I suid before, because their Great Father wished to
prevent difliculties between them and his whito children, and out of his concern
for their interest and welfure,

Pell them, that in listening to the chiefs, when they eaid that no erime rested
upon them—which I am willing to belicve—I was very sorry that thcy did not
‘offer some explanation or excuse for the violence committed by some of them
upon some of the traders at the Grand Forks, and on the stcambouts passing
up and down the river. I have voluntarily abstained from saying much about
this heretofure, because I hoped they would offer some apology voluntarily for
it. As I raid before, with the exception of these depredations on property, the
whites and Chippewas of this country have heretofore lived in peace. No blood
has been shed between them, and in order that no difliculties occur in future
leading to this deplorable result, let them now eome to gome understanding before
‘we separate. If they do not like my proposition, let them make onc for them-
-gelves. I have candidly given them my views. Now let them as frankly give
‘theirs. We are all friends together here, and there ought not to be any diffi-
‘culty in coming to some conclusion before we scparate. ‘L'ell them also that it
was the desire of their Great I"ather, in the event of their making a treaty, that
- their half-breed friends should have homes upon the ceded tract—cach one 3
farm, which should be secure to himself and his children. ’

When the commissioner had concluded, Little Rock again arose, again shook

hands, and responded as follows : .
LITTLE ROCK'S RESPONSE.

My friend, you have spoken the truth. My friend, the reason that I have
spoken in the way I have, comparing my heart to a piece of bright metal, is
this: that I am without crime; and I have always desived to secure for myself
and all our bands perpetual peuce and friendship with the whites.  This is true,
my father, that you cannot point out a single instance in which any of our chicfy,

oung men or braves, have ehed a white man’s blood, and that is the reason why
did, and thought we had a right to speak with perfect freedom of

spoke ag  perf :
speech. fAbout the road and that river which flows in that direction, which the
Master of Lifc has given me, there is where I get my living. My dependence is

upon that prairie. The Master of Life has placed upon these praivies animals
from which I live. Theirmcat is my food, and their sking are wy clothing It
scems now that the white man is passing backward and forward, and wresting
these nrairies from our handa. EL tukine this food fromn mv mouth. I
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My friend, when we take anything which has been left upon the ground, even
though it be of small value, we fecl bad. We are afraid to look the owner in
the face until we restore it. Now, about committing depredations and stealing :
«o: are aware that the Great Spirit has given us the animals for our support,

Vhen your young men steal anything, you make them pay for their depreda-
tions. T'hat is the way we look upon those white men who drove away the ani-
mals and the fish the Great Spirit ﬂam given us for our support.

(It will bo observed hero, us in the whole tenor of his speeches, Little Rock
ingeniously justifics the depredations ulluded to, without acknowledging that
any wero committed.)

Do you suppose we arve ignorant that the amonnt of moncy you offor us is a.
moro handtul, and would not go but a litde ways towards paying for what I
think you ulluded to.  (Compensation for ._c_:.c.w“.:o:z. probably.) My fricnd,
we have couunselled together, and found a basis of action, and directed our
w..o_.:m. men how to proceed. It may be, my fricnd, that you will be pleased to
isten to the proposition which I Lave to make to you. Sparc us a little more
time, that we may think the mutter over again,

We want you distinctly to understand that the proposition you made us yes-
terdpy (twenty thousand dollars for the right of way) we do not accept ; we do
not think of it at all. My father, I stand beforo you as one chosen out of the
whole to speak,  T'here is oue thing I wish to bring to your notice. ‘The sun-
shines clear to-duy, and everything is beautiful. 1 do not know whether thero
are any cnewics prowling about, but it is possible there may be, and our young
men should be supplied with ammunition that they may be ready to mect them.
That is one thing you have not thought of; if they should come here they
would disturb our council; and another thing, when we come into council we
smoke all the time, and we have consumed all the tobacco you have given us.

MR. RAMSEY TO THE INTERPRKTER.

Tell them T recognize the fact that the business before them is of great im-
portance to them, and I do not wish to press it with narcasonable haste, but
that the weather is growing cold, the grass is getting withered up, and we have
long journeys to make before it i entirely eaten up by the frost, so that the
business before them should be attended to with all possible despatch.

In reference to what he says about the Sioux, tell him that our war chief
here would wish nothing better than to sce them ; and if they will bring them
here, or let the war chief know where they are so that he can get at them, we
will issue them an extra. ration of Hlour, beef and pork. As to tobacco, if he
remembered rightly, a large supply was given them a few duys ago, which they
could not have used up. "There must be some mistuke about it.

Little Rock, (sitting and tapping the empty bowl of his pipe,) “There is a
migtake, but the place where it is is in the bottom of my pipe.” -

Mr. Ramsey then explained to them that he had great difficulty in issuing
rations in the proper proportions to the different bands, from the want of any
accurate knowledge of their numbers, and they agreed to his suggestion to
gather their bands in their lodges, in order that their numbers might be counted.
The council then broke up to receive a supply of provisions and tobacco.

Saturday, September 26~ One object of these notes of the treaty proceed-
ings is to prescrve the highly characteristic and original specimens of Indinn
thetoric and diplomacy, which were brought out in tho course of the negotin-
tions. These illusteations of Tudian oratory have at least one merit, which docs
not always beloug to the current and popular specimens of aboriginal cloquence—
they are gennine. Wo were fortunate in our interpreter, Mr. I’aul Benulien,
whose therough =am==m=.==ao with the Chippewa lunguage, and ready command
of Euglish, enabled bim to give as close and faithful a rendering of the Iudisn
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forms of expression, aud the current of his idcas, as is possible in so different
an idiom. I'here are two reasons which give a special interest to the speeches
made in behalf of the Red Lake Indians, who alone took an active part in the
proceedinge: the first of which is, that the Red Lakers are among the purest
representatives extant on the continent of the Indian race in its original nﬂ.:.an.
teristice—a fact which they owe to their geographical isolation from the influ-
ences which have corrupted the bleod and modified the manners of other Indian
.noEE::Ecu ; und another reason is, that the occasion was one of extraordinary
importance to the Indians concerned, constituting a supreme erisis in their.
history, and ad.enm::v. fitted, from the nature of the topics involved, to call out
all their mental resources, and all their political and ethical ideas. '
On Friday the wind blew so furiously, and raised such clouds of the black
ashes which a succession of prairic fires had mingled with the light sands, that
the intended council was necessarily postponed until to-day, when, at a late
hour, the Indians assembled on the council ground. Cowmmissioner Ramsey
having announced that he was ready to hear what they had to say, Little Rock,
after the usual exordium of hand ehaking, treated the commissioner to the fol-
“lowing oracular, and thercfore somewhat enigmatical exposition of the lofty
mythological or theosophic grounds on which the Red Lakera rest their title to
the soil as against the intrusive whites, and which are interspersed with some

explanatory comments kindly furnished me by the interpreter.

LITTLE ROCK'S ORATION.

Well, as it is, my friend, I could not make up my mind to give you an answer
on the questions that you asked me. Just in the same capacity in which you
are, eo am I. I am going to talk for the chiefs here and the young men. The,
reaeon that I say we are alike, is that you are representing one party, while I
speak for the other. 'We cannot act rE&:W. Even in matters of little impor-
tince it takes a great deal of deliberation before we can arrive at any conclu-,
gion. But this ig a matter of great importance to us, as I infer from what you
enid, and requires a great deal of thought lest we go wrongly. This is the way
that I am. Sometimes when we look around, we hear sounds coming from all
directions, but when we look around for them we do not understand what they
are, or whence they come. When I hear these sounds early in the morning, L
get up aud look around and make a circle that I may find where they come
from. When I make that circlo I invariably find the tracks of something,
cither o wild animal or an enemy, and I follow him up 6ll I find him. That
is the way I bave done. I have heard a sound which I did not understand. I
have gone out and made a circle, and found the tracks of one who wanted to
sce me. 1 have followed the path I wus requested to follow to find the person
1 was requested to mneet. (By all which he means Le was invited to meet the
commiesioners, and had accordingly come.) -

- My friend, X am like you, I like cleanliness. (The boast, I regret to sy
was m.:..:% sustained by the appearance of his shirt.) Generally, when I am
going to meet my friends in council, I have my wigwam swept go thut no dirt
may stick to their garmenta. It is impossible for e to speak in a dense forest.
1 must speak in the open air. ‘I'hat is the reason my lodge is swept. (He
means by this that in order to talk freely, past offences must be overlooked and
forgotten.)

. My friend, I have been hunting for the track. I have found the track of
the person who made that sound, but I do not yet understand what he means
by that sound. In loaking in that direction (pointing towards the west) I do
not know where I ehould stuinble agaiust anything. Looking on that side
(pointing to the east) I etumble upon something that issucs from the ocean, and
1 see from whence tho fout-priuts comz which 1 am now following.  In louking

-
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back on my trail that I have made in following them from the other side of the
ocean, I find the tracks of that foot-print everywhere, and the ravages it has
made, (neaning the white race and its aggressions on Indian territory.) I will
follow him, and never leave him at rest till he builds me a house in the place
that my grandfather came from. I will follow Lim, and never leave him at rest
till I.get to the place where my grandfather lives, (meaning that he wishes to
attain the same sccurity, and be restored to the same independence he enjoyed
by the fuvor of the Deity before the white man eame.) And I have followed
the trails till I havo reached the place where I uow stand. I have followed it
to this place, and here 1 now stand before him who made the tracks ; but be-
fore I know whether he is the one who made the trucks, I look down to the
ground to sece whether they bave not sunk into the ground, (whether he has
not vanished under ground.) I seo nothing there. "T'hen I look up into the
air, (to sce whether mﬁ has taken flight in that way,) and I see no traces of him
there.  So it must be the one who stands before me.

My friends, in looking at the trucks of the person T have been following, I
see u great many things in the tracks that he —”E.. made. (e has brought a
great many people, and different kinds of people with him.) But I do not seo
any of my c .:.»..c: that have been given to me to live in the house that my
grandfather built for me. 1 do not see any of my children that the Master of
Life has given me, (meaning the white people have brought no Indians with

_them to give a claim to the lands.) I look around me and see many things. I

sce animals that are not the kind of animals that were given to me when I was
first put here, (a sly hit at our mules.)

That is the reason you have not understood me in my talk before. I wanted
to follow the footsteps to the end, (mecaning that he was not understood before
because he had not developed his theory of the Indian title to the soil as its
original possessore.)

Now, my friend, going to show you a little. You know partially what
I am going to suy. [ Here, on this track, is where my grandfather was placed—
the one who made the soil. T'he Master of Life, when ke put you here, never
told you that you should own the soil ; nor, when the Master of Life put me
here, did he S_W mo that you should own the soil. I see the place that was
made for you on the other side of the great sen. At the time my grandfather
was put on the soil there were two creatures of every kind, of different sexes,
that were put along with him, from which he was to get his food und clothing.
T'ho words that were told to my great-grandfather you shall hear, but shall not
comprehend. At the time that I apenk of there was a big stake planted with a
torch at the end, so that there should be perpetual light over that soil, and it is
that light that the great-grandfather has spread over the land.

And pow that which he has given to his children for an inheritance has been
shuken to the winds. You have trodden it under your feet. My friend, at tho
time I speak of they put four doors (pointing to the four cardinal points) for
my great-grandfather’s house. T'hey put persons to guard the doors—u guard
at each door. This is what was spoken by my great-grandfather at the house
he made for us, e was the one who spoke it. And these are the words that
were given to him by the Master of Life: * At some time there shall come
among you a stranger, speaking a language you do not understand. He will
try to buy the lagd from you, but do not uc_w. it; keep it for an inheritance to
your children.”

" My fricnds, il you want to understand me more thoroughly, take away from
me what squeezcs me—what affficts me in my feelings.  ‘Lake away that which
equeczes me, and then you shull hear different words. You shall hear the
words you want to hear.  (Ile means, in this obscure manner, to ask that they
be not held accountable for the depredations committed on Red river; and what
follows is a prudent protest agaiust extending to them the laws and penaltics
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for crime which obtain among the whites, probably inspired by a sense of
descrving some punishment for past offiences, and by a recollection of the trisl
and execution of the Sioux.) My fricnd, my young men are uot all of the samo
disposition, nor are your young men of the same disposition. We cannot
always control them. My friend, I was not higher than that (lowering his
hand to the height of a small boy) when I last said ¢ father” to the one I used
to call my father. When I was young and nothing but a child, I was crazy and
foolish as a child. When my father cut a switch and broke it over me, I did
not resent it.  Now, it would be hard for the child to take the switch and strike
his fauther in return for his kindness. And another thing: my father never
made a decp bole in the ground that he might take me and lock me up in it.
T'his is a thing that I hate. And another thing my futher never did: he never

ut =% a stick with a cord attached to it around my neck for any mischief I

ave done. That is also a thing which I bate.

My father, we know that you are powerful, because you tread the ground
with power. There is so much digoity in_the power that is vested in you, and
you ara such a great chief, that you would not even dare to kill a little bird for
fear you should think it harm. That is the way with me, too. I am almost as
high” as the heavens. My voice is beard everywhere. 1 am unimpeachable.
My friend, I should have been at great loes what to say if you had not awoke
my grandfather (i. ¢., consulted the Deity.) My futher, thisis all I have to aay.
If you will take away that which I hate, (i. e., the imputation of erime and
linbility to punishment incureod by their depredations, sud the prospect of sub-
jection to the restraints of civilized law,) you shall have an answer imumediately.

y father and friend, you know very well that we also are not without work to
do. We might sit here without understanding each other till snow falls, but it
is impossible to come to an understanding without removing the thing we hate.
I want to hear your views, that we may come to an understanding. I havenot
gone to your bouse, but you have come to mine, (i. e, the meeting is of your own
secking, and the proposition is to come from you.)
~ Our wminds are made up to this: that until the thing is removed which we
bate we shall not come to an understanding. Our young men and children have
made up their minds to that. :

My friend, formerly when I looked at mysclf I did not consider myeelf

poverty-stricken at all, because there was ﬂr::% of game in the country. The
reason I spoke of my poverty is because the evil spirit has taken away all the
animals a«.mmo_. used to live in the country.
" All this T have gaid, not in a bragging spirit. 'We do not wish to give you
offence. We are just stating our minds. e meet here as friends. Every
now and then, when we come to see you, you are always pleased to give us
plenty to eat. I know that the season is fur gone. You shall go and tell your
Great Father what you have said, and I shall go aund tell my Great Father what
I have said.

This ended the speech of Little Rock, who now resumed his seat. The pros-
pect began to grow dim that a title derived from sources so metaphysical and
supernal, and fortified by claims 8o exalted and traditions so sublime, could be
bought by any such tervestrial dross as money and blankéts.

MR. RAMSEY TO THE INTEBPRETER.

-

Tell the chicfs that when we last met here I expected some business would
be done, or at any rate that something would be done this meeting. In our first
council I made them an offer for the frce use of roads and rivers, and they de-
clined it. I asked them for some compensation for the wrongs they had com-
mitted on the whites, and T have no answer to that. When 1 go to see the
Great Father ] must take him back an answer on that subject certainly. Tell
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them that the sjlver voice which Little Roek heard was tho sound of the twenty
thousand dollars that I offered them for the road and rivers. That is undoubt-
edly the sound which took him on the trail. ‘Pell him that we know very well
that the Great Spirit originally placed them here, and our ancestors on the other
side of the ocenn.  But the Master of Life saw they were in want of muny
things; in want of powder and shot and guns, of knives and uxcs and blankets,
of leggins, tobacco, clothes, and many other things, and he sent a pew race
over here to supply their necessities,  Tell him that we have a new revelation
on that subject. They have come to be entirely dependent upon this race for
all the articles I have mentioned, and a great muny more.  If they were now
to turn over this land—which subsists scarcely a thousaud Indians in poverty—
it would support in comfortable homes ten thousand times that number of
people, who would add to their comfort also by supplying thewm with the articles
they want. Yor some wise reason which we cannot comprehend, the Great
Spirit is pressing these white people all over the country.

We caunot help it ; no one can helpit; itis the work of the Great Spirit. As
I told them before, the Great ¥ather at Washington, with a siucere desire for
their welfare, and a big heart, wishes to prevent the difficulties that might occur
by the meeting of these two races without some mutual understanding. T told
them plainly before that we do not care so much about the Innd ; ull wo wanted
was sceurity for the travelling over it, which we could not help, but which would
go on.  They would not sell this right of way. Then I told them jf they pre-
ferred to sell the lands to pny so. 1 addeessed theiv old wen and chicls, and
expected an answer immediately. 1 may say to them now, that in scelling the
lund they may reserve as much as they choose within reasopuble liwits for hunt-
ing and agriculture, and that a fann will be given to each of their half-breed
friends. Now, if they want to sell, I want them to tell me where they want
that reservation, and how much land they want. Probably the Red Lake In-
dians will want one reservation, perhaps, at Red lake, and the Pembina Indians
another on the other side of Red river, From what we give them for this land,
which is worthless to them, they would get provisions, powder, lead, blankets,
&e., every year. In addition to that, they would have the privilege, for many,
yenrs at least, of _:E.a:m. over these lands as before, 'They would thus lose

nothing they now havé;while they would gain much they huve 0ot Then they luve
debis to”pay and compensation to wiake for wrongs done to travellers.  1surely
cannot go lome without an answer to that. Then think what a pleasaut thing
it would be at the openiug of winter for them to take home a blauket for their
wives and children, and to do that every winter. Tell them that I know the difii-
culty of doing business in o large council like this, and it would be better for
the chiefs to meet me and agree upon something which they could afterwards
submit to their people.

Little Rock now rose again, and requesting permission to be scated on the
ground, as he was exhausted by his previous cforts of cloquence in front of the
commissioners, spoke in a much lower tone than before, as if' it was graduated

to the humility of his posture, as follows :

LITTLE ROCK'S REPLY.

My friend, this is true. There is not & word of what you said but what I
understand thoroughly. I will tell you frankly what I think, what the chiefs
think, and all our young men. My friend, I will tell you frankly. Put aside
that which I have spoken of, and you will see that our words will be different.
My friend, these three things which I huve marked upon the ground (he traced
gome lines on the ground with a stick) you do not want very much. If yon
had wanted a right of way over the roads and rivers you would have consalted
us first before you took it. We know you hate crime, you Late lying, you hate

i
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theft, and all wrong-doing. That is just the way with us. We hate these
things. My friend, it is a candid fact, there is not an instance of that kind
which can be brought against me. I hate crime, I hate lying, I hate theft, just
as much as you do. : )

"My friend, it is only twenty boxes of money you wint to give me for that
road und river; and how long beforo yon will ceaso from wsing it?  Liver sinco
I can vremember, and perhaps sineo the world was made, the viver has given mo
sustenance,  Sinco stcamboats were put in it they buve driven away the game
and made we poor.  You say that the Jund is not of much valuo to us. It is of
great value to us. By your use of it you have made a great deal of moncy.
1f it had ot Leen for your travelling over it, it would have been of great use to
us. Before you began to travel on theso roads, or to put anything in that river,
wo might have come to an understanding. I do not kunow who opened that
door. That river furnished me a living. I drank its water. The beasts that
engendered on its shore gave me the clothing that I wore. You say it was of
no value to us. It is thero we used to get everything we had. I have finished.

Little Rock here rose from the ground, where he hud been sitting in front of
the commissioncrs, and took his seat among tho chiefi. _

Mr. Rameey : Then I understand him to say that he does not want to do
anything. Is that it? "

ittle Rock, (from his seat:) I told you if you would not press that thing
upon me (again referring to their liability to punishment for depredations meu-
tioned by Commissioner Ramsey) you should sce that I wanted to do somncthing.

Mr, Ramsey: Very well; tell him that I have made several propositions, and
am waiting for an answer to them. )

Little Rock: I expeet you to nunderstand that I speak the truth, and that I
will do what I say when our demands are granted.

A panse of severnl minutes ensued, during which the interpreter explained to
the commissioner the meaning of Little Rock’s enigmatic speech, and the nature
of his demands. He required to be assured that they should not suffer punish-
ment for their depredations on the commerce of the Red river, and should not,
if a treaty were made, come under the operation of the white man’s laws for
offences committed nmong themeelves,

Mr. Ramsey: Tell him that if he really desires to make an agreement with
me, all those wmatters of which he speaks, as I now understand them, may
be satisfuctorily adjusted.

Ae soon as this was interpreted, Little Rock rose hastily, with a gratified ex-
wz.om&oz of countenance, and, agein shuking hande with the commissioners and
mterpreter, said;

Little Rock: My friend, I shall say a few words to you. I have told you of
my way of thinking. Do you intend to do what I heard in the last words you
uttered—that my children shall not be troubled hereafter about the past?

Mr. Ramsey: Say to him yes; I intend vo do what I promised.

Little Rock, (with gratified eagerness of manner:) Now the obstacle is away
from our puth. In the humor in which I now am, I can speak all day. Now,
my friends, the council is adjourned. We will go alone and consider the buei-
news before us, and give yon an answer immediately. My fricnds, there is a
kind of wild beast roaming about here that I dou’t like to see.

Mr. Ramscey : ‘Lell him I will kill them, .

Little Rock : I know that you ave a good hunter, and I would like to see if

you couldn’t kill some of these wild beusts for us.
. In accordauce with the notificution mude to the Indinns at the last council,
an enumeration had been taken in the morning of their various bands, by sev-
eral military officers and other gentlemen who volunteered their services for
the acension. ‘1'liey were counted in their lodges, when they were assembled
by their chiefs for the purpose, with the fullowing result:

By whom numbered. Name of chief. Total.

.
8

.
]

Children.

442 half-breeds,
27 Tudinns,
326 Indiany,
221 hult-breeds.
210 Indinny,
92 Indinnag,
193 Indiuny,
» 24 half-breeds,
#1 half-breeds,

1,618

Mr., Thomson........| Little Chief _...._..
Do.......... P P [ P,
Mr. Ottmnn .........] Red Bear ...
Doooooaaa. IS P 1 TR
Capt. Rockwoud.....] Movse Dung .......
Cupt. Davy _........] Little Rock ....
Do.coveenieeenn| Muy-dwa-gon-on-ind
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Do.eeececevenes.| Broken Arm........

Pembina Indifne. . coeeeereernaeecnccnsscrasecsncansccnccasnnnass 302
Pembina balf-breeds. .o cvneeevieiieneenceeceascncatancaasnsaanaans 0663
Red Lake. Indians. e e eereiineieernnenecnctvccacscocanacasncnsse 379
Red Luke half-breeds. covoveneiinniineniinniiiiiniiiinniiiee. 24

The Indians were now apprized of the result of this enumeration, which was
to form the basis of future issucs of rations.

Mr. Ramsey explained to them that to-morrow, Sunday, was a sacred day
among the whites, and he could do no business with them in council, but if any
of the chiefs wished to see hiin, they werofree to visit him during the course of
the day. He would meet them again in council on Monday morning, when a
big gun would be fired as a signal for the gathering.

In the evening great alarm prevailed in the camp of the Red Lake band,
oceasioned by reports that Sioux were in the vicinity, Late in the evening
the Red Lake chicfs camo over to the commissioner’s camp, accompanicd by
Mr. Morrill, to request an interview with Comwissioner Ramscy. ‘They repre-
scated to him, through Little Rock and May-dwa-gun-on-ind, that they felt cer-
tain that Sioux were in the neighborhood—that their camp being in an exposed
situation, would fall an casy prey to their focs; and, for this reason, requested
a supply of powder and _9:_. They referred to the fact that, on a previous
occasion, when they had intimated their suspicions that Sieux were about the
encampment, Commissioner Ramsey had requested them, if they found any
eigny of Sivux, or anything to indicate their whereabouts, to communicate the
fact to him. They now came, they said, to tell him what they Lad heard, and
why they thonght Sioux were in aﬂo vicinity, One of their young men, they,
suid, had come in from Pembina, bringing the intelligetice that, before the de-
parture of the half-breeds from Saint Joseph, they had agreed with the Sioux to
pitch their camp below that of the whites, and all others on the river; and that
in the event of making an attnck on the whites and Indians, they would respect
the half-breeds’ camp thus indicated by the loeality. This intelligence they
professed to have derived through parties in communication with the Sioux.
They also stated that they heard yesterday that a halt-breed, who had been
down the river, hind met some Sioux, and had agreed with him that, as a further
protection, a white flag should be displayed at the half-breed camp, which they
were to pass by in their proposed onslaught on the whites and Indinns, includ-
ing the Pembina Indians, encamped on the prairic and in the woods above.
They represented themselves as entirely without ammunition, and in an exposed
gituation, and too far outeide the lines of a military camp to avail themselves
of the promised protection of our soldiers in case of an attack. To the sug-
gestion that they should send out scouts to huut for traces of Sioux, they
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responded that that was just what they wanted to do. A small supply of am-
munition was given them, and they returned to their camp. Soon afier,a party
of their young men went out in the bright moonlight on o scouting expedition,
aud, for further sceurity, they put a patrol around their camp.

Monday, September wm..l%_. Monday, at a lats hour, the Indians again
assembled in council. Liitle Rock made another of his enigmatical and non-
committal specches, as follows : :

LITTLE ROGCK'S SPEECH,

My Frienos: I cannot give you a very positive answer to the questions yon
asked me the other day, aud about the matters you came herc for at present.
From the place whence I arose, I started and heard something which led me to
belicve that the earth which was given me was now shaken and in trouble.  And
on looking back I canuot find the reasons why the carth shakes around me. I
turncd my back to my grandfather at the time I left my place to come to this.
Maybe my grandfather may have learned the reason why the earth shakes
around me. I took him up, and he told me all about the creation, and all about
the land ho has given me. My grandfather told us all about the creation of
this lund, and why he had placed us upon it. 'When my grandfuther had got
ready and told me all these things, he girded my loins so that I might be
rcady to meet you. For that reason we wanted to have everythiug clear
before us, and that is the rcason we wanted our wigwams swept clean, and why
T thought it would be impossible for me to utter a word, if I should utter it in
a thick forest. I told my grandfather to light up the fire. So he got up,
and when the fire was stirred he looked around him and saw tracks, and no
obstacle to those tracks. It is for that reason, my fricud, I have been unable
to give any meaning to my words and what I have said to you. It is not very
bard for you to do what we asked you the other day. If you should do it, it
would not be hard to come to an understanding.

Just so, my friend ; T hud nothing to do with my being; that was the work
of my forefuthers, and 1 am not responsible for what they did. My grand-
father made my heart, and he also made my mouth, that all the land and the
inhcritance ‘may listen to my voice when I speak his words. See, he has not
put anything in my hands that would blot them; he has not put anything in
my hands to do harm with. Those were his feclings when he put his heart in
my body—when he gave me the big heart of a chief. Now you can look back,
and you can see no harm committed by any of Bﬂ people. I speak this over
aguin. You answered “Yes" to the question I asked you the other day; I do
not entirely believe that yet. We have made reference herctofore in our talks
to the Master of Life; we speuk of him again. He is present now, and hears
what we have to say. .

MR. RAMSEY'S REPLY.

To this Mr. Ramsey replied: Tell him that he has said nothing at all this
morning that he has not said before; that to my direct eamﬁ.om:mo:m he has re-
turned no auswer at all. He will recollect that I have done nothing in the
dark; I told them fiankly we did not want to buy their lands, but only the
right of way. This they have refused to sell. When they refused to sell the
right of way, I told them that we would buy their Jands, which were of no
benefit to them, and which the Great Father knew were of no value to them;
thgt in payment for these lauds we would give them money and blankets, am-
munition, and other things which would be of great value to them.  In reference
to the depredutions which they had committed, T told them that if they did not
wpake & treaty they would be held answerable for the wronga they had done;
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but that in the event of an arrangement being made, all the past would be
blotted out; that the arrangement I wished to make with them came from the
Great Father, who foresaw that unless an arrangement should be inade, troubles
will come npon them, Tell him that the way to make an arrangement is to
come at once to the point with a dircct answer to my proposition. Let them
sclect a chicf to come to me for that purpose, or let all the chiefs come and
hold a council with me apart from all these people. That is the short way, and
the only way to do it. There is no use in all this talk; T cannot alford to
gpend my time in listoning to all Little Rock’s old-womanish nouscnse.

LITTLE ROCK’S REPLY,

Little Rock here advanced, and sitting on the ground in front of the commis-
sioners, spoke as follows: :

I am now speaking for the whole. You told e in the first place that this
was a matter of great importance.  Our people think 8o too; they have thought
over the matter. The reason they do not give you a definite answer i3 because
they are feeling their way to it. It has been a long while since this treaty has
been in contemplation; I have thought over it often before, and am trying to
come to an understanding. I wanted to try and make the best bargaiu pos-
gible for my children, lven when it is a business matter between man and
man, they weigh the matter well on both sides; so it is with us. My father and
my friend, as I told you before, we have weighed this matter well, and I have
heard you speak three thmes on this matter, and believed what you say. 1f
you will do away with what troubles us, we shall be out of our wouble,  If you
will promise us that you will not crect in this hd what I call ¢ bud tree,
(meaning the gnllowe) for any of our people, or make u dark hole in the ground,
with a lock to lack us in, (a dungeon,) we shall come to an understanding. Aund
auother thing—if you will promise us to bring with you inside of the house
nothing but such wholerome things as you now bring with you, (wishes the in-
troduction of spirituous liquors prohibited,) i’ you will promise us that, then I
have something to say to you.

(Mr. Ranmscy here pledged himself to make the treaty satistactory to them
in these respects.)

Aud if you will promise to keep everlasting pence and friendship—for I am
afraid your war-club is raised behind me, rendy to fall upon me—(the Indians
had heard that a detachment of troops, forming an escort tor a train, was on the
way, and they perhaps thought it might be intended as a menace to them)—if
you will promise us these things, then I will be ready with au answer.

(Mr. Ruinscy promised to put this in the treaty, and Little Rock vesumed.)

1 have heard you, It is what our young men have waited to heur. Now
for wmy proposition. I shall make the weight for my lund.

Here Little Rock rejoined the cirele of chiefs, and entered into conversation
with them, as if dizcussing the proporition they were to make.

Mr. Ramsey to the interpreter: Tell them that I have told them so often, that
I don’t like to repeat it again, that their Great Fathier is their sineere friend, and
wighes them nothing but good; and that, beeanse 1 had met them often before,
and becanse their Great Father knew I was their friend, sent me here to treat
with them; and as I know my own heart, 1 pladge mysclf, in the presence of
all these young and old men, white and red, that I sce about we, that 1 would
not, if I could, take any advantage of them., I know all about the troubles
that have existed here in past years, and I am anxious to wipe it all out. I
am the friend of their young men as well as of their chiefs, ‘und I am anxious
to blot out all the dificultics and offences of the past, and to remove any cause
of difliculty in the future. I promise also that the “tree” of which he spuaks,
with the cross-stick on it, and the *dark hole” in the ground, shall not, if they
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will make a treaty and live up to it, be known hereafter; that there shall be
serpetual peace and friendship between the whites and thew, and that no bad
_5_55 shall be allowed to come among them if the government can prevent it,
and with their assistance it can be effectunlly prevented.

Tell them I should like, in whatever arrangements we may make, that each
man, wownan, and child of their bands should receive about the game that other
Chippewas, the Pillugers for instance, have received heretofore. This 1 think is
fairand just. The Pillagers and other Chippewas eold nore, and more desirable
lands than avy that they havo to sell, and it would be unrcasonable in them to ask
any more than the Pillagers reccive.  Besides, though they cede the lnand to the
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over it a8 heretofore Wheai o niiin sells his horse, ho loses ihe use of him, an
“has to do without a horse or buy unother; but in this case we pay them the value
of the horse, and then give them back the horse, to use as much as they choose.
So we buy their land, and then permit them to use it as heretofore, to hunt for gameo,
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Whatever by the arrangement which they now possess, while they will gain many
things of great valuo to them which they do not now have.
I have do doubt that we think alike, and that we could make an arrangement
i wo could make cach other understand. All that is necessary is that they
should como directly to the point and suy what they will do, aud have it written
down. Tell them that I shall in after times pride mysclf far more in having done
them a substantial service, than in having made an advantageous bargain with
them, and that they may be assured I would offer them no terms not intended
for their good. : .
Little Rock now wished to know whether the commissioners would have any
- objection to their going into council themselves.  Receiving a negative answer,
they retired iuto a group apart by themselves: but soon after dispersed to their

camps.

government, they will continue for ==.=W. WE:.; to have the privilege of _._:_::m .
ah )

THURSDAY, September 29.

The Indians again assembled in council at about 10 o’clock a. m.  Little Rock

spoke us follows: -
LITTLE ROCK'S SPEECH.

= My Frignp: The way you understood me yesterday, what I told you yester-
- day, is what you are about to listen to. I want to speak in behalf of the chicfs,

braves, young men, women,and children. My friend, I hope you have had rest
" enough on the talk you had yesterday, and now I wish to say something on
gome few points that led me to believe you would succeed in your mission. I
buve made up my mind, and fixed all the points as to the things about which
you want me _to answer you. I hope, my friend, that my voice will be heard
afur. 1 invoke the Master of Life, and hope lie will listen to me, while I speak
aubout the inheritance he has just given me. I hope he will listen to me. By
father, 1 have sct the value, and what I think is the worth of the land you are
forever coveting from us. 1t has been a long time since we have made up our
minds what we are going to do and to say—not only mysclf, but all the chiels
.and braves. My friend just over there, one mile {rom this _.JE_. (pointing to
the Pembina trail, crossing the river,) is the line I have fixed for the house of
_my children, and beyond that line we will live.  From the line of that cession
that my relatives have ceded to you, there is where I have fixed my stake. I
follow the line 1 have stated to Tamarack ereek; and from thero I go in a straight
line to the Lake of the Woods, and 1 call that my line. "I'hat picce of land
(pointing castward) is the place where I intend to live. 1 follow that line down
tho Pamarack river; and trom there I follow it up to Salt river to the head of
. Bultriver; and from there I follow it to the Place of Stumps; and from there I
strike down to Poplar Grove§ and from there 1 goto -.__a m_:uw.n::? and _c__o%
" he Sheyeune river down its chunnel to its mouth; which I elaim us our line.
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Now, my friend, if you pick up courage,to buy that piece of land, that is the
picce I intend to cede to youyand I think, my fricnd, that the price I intend
to ask is sall enough for this picce of land.

(At this point Little Rock turned to the chicfs, and, as by preconcerted sig-
nal, all the chiefs and several of the principal braves arose and stood by his side,
as if to support him in the immense responsibility of making a decisive offer for
the sale of the land. Little Rock, with great encrgy of gesticulation and in
a louder tone of voice than usual, even, proceeded :) .

I do not want that you should muke any scparation of what [ shall ask, or
that 1 shall sce anything different from what 1 shall ask. And 1 do not want
the amount [ shall ask to be put in a box, 1 waut to stipulate that cach indi-
vidunl shall reecive so much. It is true, my father.  You think we aro very
poor, but we do not think we are very poor.  T'he reasouny that L say we are
not so poor, I see the soil all around me, and T see it glittering with gold, the
thing you so much want. You have told us you would have pity on us, and
belp our children to get a living, and furnish them clothing. Now, my friend,

I bave stated to you the boundarics. Now, I want to show you the weight I
want for the picee of land I intend to cede to you.  Our proposition is this:

We demand, per head, one hundred dollars in moncy, and fifty-five dollars
and sixty-six cents in goods, per annuem.

Afrer delivering himself of this, Little Rock and his fellow chicfs retired to
their sents. A moment afierwards Litthe Rock said that he had forgotten some-
thing: « It is for fifty yeurs.”

Mr. Jtamscy. Well, then, tell them T am glad they have made up their minds
to something, What do they mean by proposing to sell me a country which
does not belong to them? . T'o my certuin knowledge the Sioux are on the Shey-
enne more than they are. Now I want to hear from the Pembina chiefs.

RED BEAR, OF PEMBINA.

My friend, I do not want to say anything to you; but I want to find fault
with you becanse things do not go right. My friend, what is the reason that
when we want to talk with you, there are a great many here who trouble us
with their breaths?  We have been in council before, but we were never so
hard pushed by the whites. T always had plenty of room. The reason that
I say so is not because I have any enmity to my fellow-beings, but because
things do not go right. 1 do not waunt to talk now about the country, but be-
cause things do not go right. Another thing, whenever any one comes to talk with
us there is always a little flag stuck in the centre, and not stuck on a big pole
like that, ‘Then the Master of Lifc is present and looks on all of us.  Another
thing, there are a great many things 1 don’t sce. A great many things that
are sent here go back.  Whenever there is anything to be sold, the last place
to be ceded is always the strongest.  'We have the last place, and we cluim that
we have a pretty strong thing, I always sce that whatever is sent here never
goes clenr to the place it is sent to, but goes back along the route. Another
thing I do not find ns usual.  We used to take a string and lead the ox to our
wigwams, so thut the old women could get the guts.

Mr. Ramscey, (interrupting.) T'ell them that is not the business I cume here
for at all. 1 came here to get o right of way through their lands, and com-
pensativn for damages committed by them. Now, what are they going to do
about it? That is what T want an answer to.  Tell Red Bear this.  Ite and
his fricnds are better friends to the Sioux than to the whites.  They harbor
the Sivux, and the gold that was red with the blood of the whites was traded
in their country.  While our men and women were murdered in cold blood by
the Sioux, the nssnssiug were reecived and harbored in the lodges of the Pem-
bina Indians and half-breeds, nnd the gold and Lorses which the Sioux had
stalen were traded in their camps.

LD
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.take up the business,
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Red Bear. I do not harbor them. :

Mr. Ramscy. He does not harbor them? They arc in his country, on
friendly terms with his people—receiving all their supplies from his country.
If he cannot keep them out, why do they come here to make a fuss about a

‘country which they don’t own, but which is ocecupied by our encmies? And

all their people I sce about me (meaning the half-breeds) feeding upon our beef.
It they cannot keep the Sioux out of their country, but are obliged to pay them
tribute and furnish them with ammunition to use against the whites, what are
they doing here? Why do they not send the Sioux here to treat for the coun-
try? Both the Pembina and Red Lake Indians are coming lere to scll a
country that the Sioux own more than they do, and ask ten times as much as
‘it would be worth if they owned it themselves.

" Now, tell them that I have been here quite long enough, too long already—
I bave heard enough of their views. They must wash their hands of the blood
that has been spilt by the aminunition they have furnished the Sioux, and of
the robberies committed by their own people. I have been here long enough.
It is time now to talk of business; and if they have auny disposition or capacity
to do business, it is time to show it. .

Red Bear. 1 have not eaid anything about business yet. T'hat is what I am
compluining of. I want to wuit until the Red Lakers get through. .

My, Ramsey. That is the first time he has said to me he wished to do buai-
ness scparate from the Red Lakers. I should prefer that they would work
juintly with the Red Lakers; but I don’t care how they go at it, so they do
something, and do it at once, We have a long journey before ue, and the
weather ia growing cold. The grass is failing. “Lheir Great Father has scut
.here . large train of cattle and horses out of kindncss to them; and now, in
addition to the other wrongs they have committed, do they want these cattle
and horses to dic of starvation on the plains 7 1f they want to make a treaty,
1 will meet the chicfs where they won’t be disturbed by the breath of a crowd
of white men or red men. If they have any authority to make a treaty, and
desire to do so, 1 will meet them at any hour they may say.

Little Rock. My friend, I want to tell you about that tract of country you
spoke of, occupied by a tribe that speak a different language. My friend, I
waunt you to fully understund how we cnme to own this land. Yes, my friend,
ou told the truth : this land used to belong to the Sioux, and so did the (Jled)
While the Sioux were in quict posscesion of that country my ancestors
hnd not laid down the tomahawk. We drove them, as it were, towards the
Rocky mountains; and when we had driven them off, then we claimed the land
as our ownt. Talk sbout the Sioux owning that laud more than we do! We
can show you our camps all along the Sheyenne river; we hunt down there
always. It is so still; we still own that lund, and we never want to shake
hunds with the tribe you have mentioned. It i3 only Lecause you have driven
them away in confusion that we cannot now reach them. .

Mr. Ruinscy. Say to the Pembina chicks that they have certainly been hero
long enough to know whether they want to sell or not. I do hate to say to
themn what I have said so ofien, that we do not care about the lands. We want
a right of way. This is addressed to the Pembina chiefs, The others say thut
they want to sell their lands. They have been encumped on the ground, they

"have wmet with us in council, and they know all that has been said here; and

they kuow cuough about business to know that it must come to an end some-

time. .
Little Chicf. If you will give an answer to the Red Lakes, then we will

Mr. Ramsey. We do not reco nize any order of precedence in this thing.
‘We are buying it as a whole, and ‘want to know what they offer in order to

twnow what ta da ahant it
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RRed Bear. I did not harbor any Sioux.

Mr. Ramscy. Tell him I did not speuk of him personally. I have a great
respeet for him personally,  I'spoke of thoso who oceupy the country.

" Red Bear. T was absend, dnd knew nothing about thoso matters until I got
ome. -

Mr. Itamsey. 1T knows that o tux was levied several times by his people
upon- the stecamboats upon Red viver?

Red Bear. Idid not know that all these things were going to be talked about
before 1 el home. 1 left in sometning of a burry. 1 ask for time to think
over these things. . .

Mr. Ramsey. Tell him at that rate wo will all dic here. ‘Tell him if any
of the chicfs want to see me, and bring these matters to a close, and put the
particnlars in writing, that I will do that afier we udjourn the council.

Little Ghicf. Ilave patience with my. talk. T'he reason that I have not 8po-
ken hervetofore is that I thought I would bein the way of the Red Lakers.  But
Just as soon ay you get through with the Red Lakers is about the thne I want
Lo get through with you too,

Red Bear, My friend, you weee o little too hasty in judging what | wanted
tosny.  You put me out so that [ can't say much. ~ As tar us | am concerned, 1
can sce nothing back of me of which 1 mn ashamed, and with all my band i is
the same. My band has not been guilty of any depredations.  “1'he reason that
he spoke 80 was not because he had not yet come to any conclusion.  ‘’he rea-
son was, he thought that his brethren—he might call them brethren, as they
belong to the same tribe—had cleared the track before him, and that he might
now speak freely, and that was the reason be asked to go home aud consider
the matter.,

Mr. Ramsey. Ask him whether he does not consider it very unrcasonable?
‘They have been in council here every day, and heard everything, and ought to
be prepared to give an angswer now, or to go into u private conneil with him
upan the subjecet, apart from the crowd.

Led Bear. I don’t want to keep the lands from you. | want alittle time to
talk it over after hearing the Red Luke Indiana make theiroffer. Tt won't take
me long to make a bargain after you get through with the Red Lake Indians.

Mr. Ramsey. Tell them that T came heve with the expectation of being able
to settle all their troubles. 1 told them that the roads and 1ivers must be une
obstructed.  They must be travelled over. There is no power on earth to stop
it.  Wecannot help it Iomnst be so. ‘e world s going ahead, and those
that can’t go with it must wand aside.  Now they pretend to be very foud of
their lands, and they dow’t want to part with them except at an extravagant
price. I told them at the beginving that 1 did not wang their Jands. They are
vot the kind of lauds that white men want at all. I am told that a great deal

of the land we travelled over in coming up here is often under water. | am
also told that the pine that uned 1o grow at the head of kome of the streamns
has been burnt off.” The land is too fur awiy to be needed for scttlement for a-
fong while yet.  Jor these reasons the Great Father desived me merely to ar-
range with them for a right of way, not. because they had any right to stop or
tax the travel on the voute, but because he wished to prevent them getting into
trouble.  Well, they told me thoy would uot sell the right of way, and theu
they offered the lands at a price they knew would not be given. They don't re-
ceive the offer of the Great Futher at all in the spirit in which it was made. I'he
Great FPather would regard the price at which they offer their lands as ridiculous.
Ue would compare it with the prices given the Pillagers for a much larger tract
of country, and laugh at it It shows that they cither don't want to make auy
Lreaty- at all, or that they have been misled into nking a very absurd proposi-
tion by parties who are trying to prevent them wmaking a treary.

Now, thourh the Pillarers sold wa o voew misals Taviean oo
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truct of country, we nre willing to put them upon the sume footing, as regards
arnuities, with the Pillagers.  'I'hat is the utmost wo can do, and I want their
“answer upon that. 'Tell them 1 find all this councilling comes to nothing. It
is all talk, talk, talk, and no business.  ‘This is now the ninth’ day since our
arrival, and these peoplo from Pembinn are not even prepared to make an offer.
Phe Ried Lake Indians have not done wuch better. 1 um afraid they are sim-
ﬁ-v. teifling with us. The council is adjourned to hear from the Pembina Indians,
ut a day or two is the furthest that v can remain here.

Tuesday evening.—The chicfs of the Red Lake band gignificd their willing-
ness to meet the commissioners in n private council that evening.  They aceord-
ingly caine, and here Mr. Ramsey repeated 10 them all the mrguments he had
previously used in favor of his proposition to purchase their lands on such terins
as would secure to thew annuitics, per eapita, at the sune rate as were given to
the Pillagera.  1le agnin urged upon them the neeessity of making a treaty as
a means of settling past offences, and avoiding difliculties in the future. 1o
ghowed them how wureasonable it was for them to ask a greater anunity per
capita than the Pillagers, and reiterated the argument that by selling their lands
at the rate he offered, they really lost nothing they now possess, as they would
still retain for a long while the privilege of hunting over the country.  He added,
that lie was now going to tell them something which it was proper for them to know.
The bad conduct of the Sioux had created a prejudice in the minds of a great
many whites against all Indinns, and the people and the chiefs who furmed the
council of the Great Father had all begun to place o lower eatimate upon Tndian
titles than heretofore.  ‘There was n growing disposition to disregard their claim
to own the s0il which they did not use themselves,  Besides, their Great Father
had had & great war upon his hands for nearly three ycars. 1t was now, it is
true, coming to a triumphant close, but it had cost a great deal of money, and
when it was ended he would look a great deal more closely to money than now,
and the people from whom the moncy cune would also look much wore closely
to their money. It was safe to say, then, that now, it ever, was their time to
make a treaty if they wished to muke one. It would probably be their only
opportunity for many ycars. No chicf need apprehend any trouble for the part
he took in the matter, if the treaty shoulil be opposed by the yonng men, as the

government was going to have a foree up here, and would extend them every
necessary protection. ‘They should remember also, that if any trouble arose
the government would hold the chicfs responsible. Their young men don’t care
gbout that. ‘Their Great I'ather was desirous to give the chiefs a position in
accordance with their responsibility. He wished to give them something to

make them respectable, to improve their condition—and thus by their example
and to clevate the

to confirm and extend their nuthority over their young men,
condition of their bands. He had not sought this interview, beeause he had no
sccrety, but because experience had shown them that it was entirely impossible
to do business in a crowd. The chicls must either assume authority to do
business, or the government must do it. 1f the chicfs do it, they retuin their
authority.  1f the government does it, they lose their authority. Their Great
Futher is every duy doing business that meets with the disapprobation of many
of his people, but the business must Le done. A mation caunot exist, and a
tribe cannot exist, unless somcebody takes the responsibility.
* 1 can anticipate that if they made a treaty which was reazonable, some of their
conle would be dissatislicd.” 1 would answer them in this way : *Our Great
w.;.: ier has sent to us, a8 the representatives of the tribe, to mike a troaty. Some-
body must do business. We older men, having more experience, understand

this thing better than you young men, and we understand that trouble is coming.
You may say we have done wrong; but when trouble comes where will you be?
We will have ta stand and meet it 1 don’t say they should say this; butif
I were o chiet of ane of their buds, and one of their young men should talk to
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me against the treaty, that is the way I sliould answer him. I would say to
them, “T hough you young men did this- mischicf down here, it is left for ._W to
scttle, and you c__m_; to be glad that it is done, and that instead of resentin
your depredations immediately, the Grear Father haw sent commissioner to ?..ﬂ
son with us.”  Mr. Ramsey also urged the necessity of hureying up busine .
on account of the danger that the mules would starve.  1le also ww.—.cwicm,._.””
that he was a member of the Great Council at Washington, where, it they made
a treaty, he would be glad to sce some of them. e would try to get .«..o:.iu.
sion for them to come and sce the country. e would like to get their .“cacl
::__p eM._ ro%:_:_.“:_&._“_‘:_. a <_r:< rm a treaty. e always supposed they a_a::mm
up to the English line on this side of the river, e s lai
oa_.c.. to the Sheyenne on the other, river, tud never knew they chiimed
\.r lengthy .__i...__...um:: was had in reference (o the boundaries, enpecially their
claim to the Sheyenne ax o boundary, and the treaty of Prairic du Chicn in
1825, was produced in proof that the boundary between the "Sioux and Chip-
pewas was Goose river. . One old chief was present who had been party ”c
.,w_:.ﬁ treaty. Ca said the chivfs of the different tribes there assembled—Sioux
Chippewas, Winnebagos, &e—~were xet opposite to cach other, and sand s read
on the ground between them.  On this sand each chicf marked the :__:. m_c
claimed. a<._::_ the Chippewa miarked his line the Sionx erased it, and so on
when an arbitrary line was fixed by the commissioners as a com wowise b Aween
the parties, ! T e
. Little Rock grew eloguent in defencee of the claim of the Red Lakers to the
Sheyenue as a _::::_".:.%. He said:  Whenever our people go o bunt for the
.,f,:.:z they .._c not find them on the Sheyenne, but have w go clear beyond
The bones of the Chippewas are seatterad all along the Sheyenne river, and
that is the veason we consider it belongs 1o us.  But .w.uc: have scared the v”m“::
so badly we have reason to enppose there will be o dispute atiout boundary "
A good deal was then said abont the eastern boundary of the tract :_c%_ W_c-

posed to cede, Mr. Rumsey usisting that the line fixed by them =.c=_.__=3
answer the purpose at all, as it would include country liahle at any time to
be traversed by roads.  They consented finally to push their line back as de-
geribed in the treaty,
d The council then broke up, lnte at night, promising to renew its session vext
ay.
_ Wednesday, Seprember 30.—An interview was this morning had in the com-
missury tent with the chicfs and a few hend men, cight in number, of the Per-
bina band.  1le addressed them gencrally in the same terms he last evening
uwsed to the Red Lake chiefy, dwelling, in addition, wpon the irritation er ated
among p__m .~E:_.._: by the friendly intercourse of some of their people with the
Sioux. 'Uhis, with the prejudice ereated against all Indin tribes by the horri-
ble conduct of the Sioux, in murdering our women and children, have very
much weakened the popular respeet for hadian titles,  "The immense expenses
of the war, now —z;:....“ brought to a triunmphant close, had made the people ,‘.,.._..,v~
close with their mouey,  For these and other rewsons now was the best time to
gell. Me impressed upon them the fuct that the Great Father did not desire
their binds for scttlement, but to prevent the troubles arising between their
young meu and teavellers on the roads.  'Lheir Great Father forcsaw that worse
troubles would arise, and, like a prudent chicf, he wishes to provide ugaiust
these troubles, and protect them from the consequences of a co_:umo:.o lie
argued the necessity of the chiefs tuking the responsibility, regardless of the
complaints of the young men, and told thue what, it he were chicf, he would
gy to the young men. lle would tell them that “a treaty is no uew thing
All Indinn triles make treatics.  \Ye Juse nothing that we now have, and u_:w
wonld e fuqlizh wot to tal what they offer_us for our Tands, when we can hunt
over them as usidl™ " We forese icult ceur iT we don’t ko™
e et s

that ditticultics” will oeeur il we don’t ninko
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this trealy ; and, if tronbles arise, where will you be? It is we who will have
to bear the responsibility. We foresee, also, that it we dv not sell now, wo may
never have go good an offer again”

Inquiries were made as 1o the houndaries of the country claimed by themw.
1t was found that they had, until recently, held the conatry in common with
the Red Lake Ludians; but when they were azsembled at the Grand Forks last
year to make i treaty, they had agrve sl apon o dividing tine. They claimed
also the country worth of the line dezeribed by Little Boek o the worthern
boundary of the Il Lake ndians, and extended west 1o Devil’s lake, 1o the
Missouri Coteau and Mouse river. A more particular deseription of the country
claimed by them is as follows: From the point where the British bowndary
interseets the Red lake, to the head of Pamavack river; thenee down said viver
to its mouth ; thence up the Red viver to Salu river; thenee up the muin chan-
nel of Salt river to its head; thenee in a diveet ling to the Plice of Stunps,
{Lake Chicot;) thence in a direct line to Poplar Grove; thence in a divect line
to the Bheyeune viver; thence up the main channed of the Sheyenne viver to a
poiut about which they could nov agice among thumselves, to Dog [Touse, o hili
of the Missouri Coteau; thence north to the Mouse river; thenee nlong Mouso
river to the British boundary ; thenee to the place of begioming,  Thuy pro-
posed to reserve all the country west of a line running from Puplar Grove to
the head of Salt river; and thenes due north to the British boundary, as o

v
hunting ground.

Red Bear wished to speak io auswer to the seolding Mr. Ramscy had given
him the day before.  Hesaid: » We weretrying to make peace when you inter-
rupted it. You have counselled us to muke peace, and we were trying to do so.
The words of our Great Father came to us in favor of prace.  The DBritish
authoritivs also ndded their weight in favor of peace. We respected their words,
and respeet them now. 1t is not our fault if we have had to harbor the Sioux.
You drove them towirds us, and we hiad to entertain them. Plere is no blood
upun my hands,  None of my people have shed the blood of white men.”

Mr. [umsey explained that what he said yesterday lad no personal reforence
to Red Brar. whom ho knew to b desirous to preserve and promote fricndly
relations between his peoplo and the whites.  1le had referred more particularly
to the trade going on between tho Sioux and the half-breeds at St. Joseph,
whereby the former were supplied ammunition und the means to continue their
war upon the whites.  But hie waated them now to attend to business.

Red Bear said he had always lived at the mouth of Pembina river; his father
had lived there before him.  1lo wanted a spot there. - He wanted to make his
line one mile east of the road ho had followed to come here, and from thenco to
the mountains, That is the country he is willing to cedé.

Little Chief had mude up his mind to treat the matter, he said, as it had been
treated before. o had a right to tulk wbout the Pembina country, as his father
owned all that country, but had come here with his mind mado up to cede the
country from the timber on the Red river, on both sides, to the heads -of the
streams, ns had been done beforo when he (Mr. Ramsey) made a treaty with
them at Pembina.  Afier some further conversation it was agreed to adopt the
lino seferved to.

Red Bear was asked what sort of a reservation ho wanted.  He deseribed o
_strip of land running along the porth side of the Pembina, from Red river to

' St. Joseph, which in fact inclndes tho most valuable portion of the country,
covering the site of Pembina, and many valuable furns vccupied by scttlers.
‘he many objections to this were explained to them ; also that the country west
of the western boundury would be held in common by both bands. A reserva-
tion of 640 ncres was uffered the chief. A grent deal of dizenssion was had
‘upon this point, and it was finally agreed to.

Little Chief said ho was going to speak, but as the weather is blustery, it is
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‘better to be in here where it is warm, Lo had, he said, picked out a soldicr of
his who conld speak for him. . :

Lerrnt: Cmer's Soumer, He said, | am just the interpreter of the words

of Little Chief.  We have had a sinoking council tog ther, and discussed the
subject.  Now we want to ask yon (the enmmissioner) forelothing tor oarselves
and children, and to tell you the amount of woney they had moade wp theie
mimls to aslk. They woulil ask that the amn of ity doliarsalioulilles pad iate
el individual’s hads, el they also wanted to ask yon for ity horacs, half
mawes and the vest stallions, and e as muwy eatile, Lalf oxen, the rest cows,
and fo furnish also the harness aad tackle it i3 used on the horses and
oxen for fifty years,

Mit. Ramsgy. I it costed wholly with e, & would give then almost any-
thing, I am ro well pleased with them.  But when 1have made up theiv papers,
and earried them two thousand miles to where T meet the Great Father, and sit
in the Great Couneil, [ will have to render to him and to the other great chiefs
an aceount of what I have done.  ‘Phere I will meet with mwy men who have
come from two thousand miles south, cast, wnd west, and they will look at these
papers and at those that have been made before, and when they have compared
the amounts you ask, it' 1 should concede them to you, they will say, « How is
it that you give so much more for this small Lit of territory away off there, where
it is of’ no use to us, when we get o much gieater amount of land from the Dil-
lagrers for o muceh less sum f

Evenif 1 give yon what [ propose to give, they will ask me why 1 give you
for a country which we shall_not want for fifty years, it at all, as much as
we gave for the Pillager’s conntrey, which is vo mueh neaver, and 30 much more
devirable,  "Phen | will sy that these people lived so fue north, ineo cold a
country, that | fele kindly dispused towards them ; that I wished to help them
all I could, and 1 will also aay that the tronbles which arose from depredations on
steambonts ought to be forgiven them, beeanse 1 believe the ehiefs and soldicrs
whom I see around me are good men,

It was then agreed to give a farm to each of their half-breed relationa.

Mr. Rumsey then asked them if the things he had said should be written

“down.,

_ncp_._.w.é.. thought the eommissioner had not given a very clear answer to the
proposition.

Mr. Ramsey thought he had. e had offered to put them ou the same foot-
iug as the Pillagers. What more could they usk 7 Alter wore conversation
on this point, the council adjourned.

Thursday morning, October 1.—Another private council was held with the
Red Lake chicfs in the morning, in the commizsiny tent.  Mr. Rumnsey ad.
dressed some general remarks to the chicts, to which Little Roek replied :

L J

LITTLE ROCK'S SPEECH.

You see the chiefy who are here present : Tspeak for them, nud the younyg
men and braves who are out. As fee as [am coneerned, 1 duo not consider
myaclf o chiel, but as | am the one that is appointed o utter their words, |
m..".::_ betore you to make koown wha they all think, My friend, what you
said just now is the trath. - We have been on friendly terms, and hope so to
conlinune, It is true that the things whieh have been under discussion ought to
come to pass, but 1 don’t want to deecive you.  "The amount of stulf you are
furnishing us here is very plensing to me nd to my body, but you should also
tuke into consildervation the waimaks that you kill, and the word that you burn.
You are very anxious that thing shoutd be closed up.  So wro we. [ have now
fully explained to our young wmen everything which you said to us. I have
explained the nature of your mission, and the ofter thut you madetons. I
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instilled into their minds, too, a poind that we had gained, that all the past
should be forgotten and wiped out. I showed them also the propositions that
you had made, and their voice was unanimous that it was good, and they have
left it all to be settled by their chicfs. Now is the time to come to an under-
standing. Now 1 want to make a proposition to see if we cannot agreo. I
don’t want to withhold what you came after. .

About the line. As much as we mentioned in our first proposition is what
we are willing to cede. 1 do not belicve, as you say, that our land is worthicss.
All tho chiefs hero say thoy cede to you that portion of land. ‘T'he great renson.
they cede to you that hind is for the purpose of putting behind them all the
past, and stand without any crime whatever.  Aud I think the amount I asked
of you at the council then is nothing but a fair equivalent for the land wo cedo
to you. My father, we respect your words, and the words of our Great Ifather,
aud that is the reason we have made up our minds to this cession of fand.  And
now all that we have to wait for is the answer that you shall give upou this
proposition. We shall soon lave the matter all fixed, if you will comply with
the request we make of you. I buve taken everything into cousideration. I
bave iuvoked the Master of Life; if you want to better my coudition, you
should give mo eoough to make me comfortuble.

Mr. Ramsey. In agreeing to sell their lands they have dono a very wise thing.
Their Great Father has certainly shown a great deal of consideration and kind-
ness to them, and a great deal of patience and forbearance also, in sending a com-
missioner here to discuss this matter with them for the sceond or third time.
But this patience cannot last forever. Heretofore they have defeated a treaty
by asking extravagint prices for their landz, which they kncw would not bo
aceepted. They can prevent a treaty again in the same way. It is another
way of saying that they don't want to make a treaty at all. Now, they had
better think of it well belfore they refuse the offer I have made to them. 1t i3
probably the last opportunity they will have to make a treaty for many years;
possibly it is the lust opportunity they will ever have; certainly it is the most
favorable opportunity they will ever have. By refusing to ___m._ﬂa a treaty they
deliberately deprive themselves and their families of all the articles—the moncy,

1 2 hundred things which are necessary to the comfort

blankets, ammuuition, ant .
of themselves and familics. By velusing to make a treaty they send word baclk
to their Great Father that they will not wnake any atoncment for the offences

they havo committed on the property of his white children; that they prefer
to remain with that stain on their character; that they do not wish to scttle
old difficultics, nor to avoid new oncs in the futnre. )
Now, in buying their lands, I do not wish to treat them any worse than their
peighbors, the ww_..mo:_. were treated, who gold a much larger tract of country.
They are no worsc than the Pillagers, and they are no better. )
Mr. Ramsey repeated agnin the arguments used to induce them to accept his
roposition, which he gtated in detail. He was willing to give them what the
_p.uz_nnc_.u got per heud—3150 annually to cach chicf, from the annuity fund ;
8500 at the first payment to cach chief to enable him to build himself a houso ;
all the goods here; which in their country are worth $10,000.

B MOOSE DUNG'S. SPEECH.

~§.52u Dung, who had heretoforo remained silent, now rose and said:
My: friend, it is not be

when there is a council. 1 should be very g

heard when there is a council. [ don’t want to say much of the reasons why I

have ot up to speak. I sometimes think that when I spoak to a maun of rank

causo T am afraid of anything, that 1 never speak:
lad to be uble to spenk, and 1o be

39

that he shall listen to me with pity. My father, is this the last proposition you

have to make? Is this all you-ean give to your

children? I wish to seo it

clearly before my eyes. 1 wish to know if you cannot change it a little, and
malee it o little nearer what would make us comfortable? .
It here should be explained that Moose Dung, who was really the most in-

fluential of all the chicls, stood at the head of a party embracing
jority of all the bands who were favorable to and cven anxious for a treaty, *

while Mny-dwa-gun-on-ind led a small and surly minority, who were deter-
mincd, for reasons of their own, that no treaty should be made, Muy-dwa-gun-
onind had heretofore suceeeded in procuring the assent of their councils to the
enormous demands of which Little Rock had been mado the mouth picee, well

knowing that they would uot be acecpted. And o

his speech of Moose Dung

was the first step of the opposite party towards abandoning the ground occupicd

by 3:%-&%:.@::6:-::._. which they found to be

untenable, with the view of

making a treaty on the best terms they could obtain.

May-dwa-gun-on-ind saw that the tide was beginning to turn against him,
and though greatly adverse to speaking, fov which he thought he had little
talent, he determined to make o bold atlempt to arrvest the action of Moose Dung,

and thereupon made tho following specch:

MAY-DWA-GUN-ON-IND'S SPEECH.

My friend and father: "Phis is the time you shall

hear from me for the firat

time. My father, 1 must say that my heart is bleeding when 1 hear you talk, I
am sorry, for the reason that the Great Father thinks so lghtly of our land.
My heart is right towards the Great Father, aud towards you also. 1 do not
want this at all, my father—not this litth: you offer me. I want cnough that
my children shall all be benetited,  ‘Uhe reason that my price looks large to

you, you forget that the Tand will he yours as hong
winl to make a bargain npon the proposition you hi

as the world lasts. It you
we made to e, T el you

frankly that I do not aceept it, and shall go home instantly.

Mr. Ramsey, (afier consuliion with Agent Morr
sulted with the other commissioner, und conclude

i) Pl them | have con-
to divide equally per head

between themn and the Pembina Indians the sua of $16,200 per annum, and,

in addition to what I have previously mentioned,

to give them at the hirst

piyment $2,000 worth of ammunition. "Tell them that it they are prepared to
make a treaty upon these tevms T will make out the papers. 1t not, there s

another matter of business 1 propose to talk about.
them what other Indians as good as they get for the

Pell thes we have offered
ir lands, and wore of them;

and that they had better accept it, and make an end of it. I am their friend,

and am advising them for their interest.
Moose Dung. The old man (Broken Arm) conld

not speak for himsclf, be-

cause he was deaf. But what I said was meant for him. o agrees with mo.
Mr. Rumsey reiterated some of the arguments he had used.
Moose Dung said that when he had spoken it was with reference to tho first
proposition in regard to boundarics. He did not mean to give up the country

enst of u mile beyond the rond if they accepted the
sioners.

proposition of the comumis-

Mr. Ramsey proceeded to show the liberality of his last offer, enlarging upon
the benefits that would result from making a treaty on these terms.

Moose Dung resumsd ¢ ¢ My father, 1 have one w,
are my own thoughts, My father, it is not for the n
want to rpeak. It i not for the sake of using good

are noL vory tempting; nor is it for the purpose of ¢

ord more to say, and theso
wention of the goods that 1
words to get goods. ‘T'hey
heating our father.  Aud it

is uot the lines nor the measure of the taud that 1 now talk about, but to heax

you mike a more liberal proposition than the othera,

T*his makes me feel very

the largo ma- 5
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much thankful. Wo wero very glud to hear you mnke so good an offer over
and above what you offered for the country ecast of the line we had fixed. As
to the country west, he expected anather offer.  'That was all he had to say to
that. Now 1 want, he continued, to speak of another thing. 1 do not mention
the name of any chief that I see nround me.  ‘I'he idea that I had, and that I
always have, is this, and this is the veavon that my thoughts run in this way.
1 have taken the mouth of Thieving river as my inheritanee. 1 do not ask the
chiefs here where Ishall go. 1 make my home there. 1 wanted it for a reser-
vation for mysclf, but 1 see you are ahead of me. You want to take these too.
1 should have been very much gratified to have had one employé there to work
for me.  Whether the old man acts with me on this matter I do not know, 1
uged to think that that was the proper place for me to settle; that it would be
an inberitance for my children; where all my children could have enough to
live on in the future.” : ’ .

Mr. Ramsey explained the rensons why he desired to push the lino further
cast, to take in the mouth of Thict river. It was in order to cover all the
roads through the country. '

May-dwa-gun-on-ind. My father, there is no use in having many words abont
this. I never give up what I am once workiug at. I want to sce my children,
(i. e., want to go home.)

Mr. Ramscy. All that cun bo said of the matter iy, that the chicfs who are

trying to defeat a treaty do not understand their own interests. 1 have made
them tho most liberal offer they will ever get. 1w after times their children will
risc up and say that, but for their chiefs, they would have had a good arrange-
ment.
Little Rock. Now, my friend, 1 will teH yon what we think. 1t is very
plearunt that we show each other our mode ol thinking, My friend, 1 do uot
speak any more, nor take any interest in the buniness transacted here. L oam
very glad to mect you here, und that you have treated us so well—that you have
put aside everything which squeczes me. T was very much pleased that you
put that aside at the time my chiefs put that burden upon me. We should
gratify all our young men if you should accept our proposition. ‘I'here is where
my chief has stood for fifty years. There is a little in your proposition which
we don’t like. I wish you could concede something to our chiefs. Iam afraid
thero is something which comes from another fire, und not from our fire, which
has got into our friend. ‘I'hero is something that arises from thero at the time
we held our first council.  You can sce what he thinks that it urises from.

Mr. Ramsey. What docs he mean? .

May-dwa-gun-on-ind. At the time of our council we brought an Indian be-
forc us. 1le means thut he is the cause of it.

Mr. Rumsey. I do nut consult him at all. This is childish nonseusc.

May-dwa-gun-on-ind. Hole-in-the-day said that he owned all land to the
Pembinn river, and that the Red Lake Indians did not own as much lund as
they could put in the palm of their hands.  That was the matter.

Mr. Ramacy, taking no notice of this, which was mercly a pretext for re-
fusing to make a treaty, repeated the liberal terms of his offer.  No answer was
made by any of the chiefs, and he resumed: « If I understand them, then, they
are not willing to make u treaty, and now I wish to know what answer I ghall
take back to the Great Father in reference to the depredations committed on
our merchants?”

Little Rock. Now, we don't yet know what to caleulate on.  We have not
w.on como to an agreement. 1 should consider myself a chief could my requests

¢ complied with. ‘T'he offer we made was 2 good one.

May-dwa-gun-on-ind. Once more 1 should consider myself doing good to my
children if 1 could get more than you offer.  1f [ could get some more 1 sheuld
think I was bencfiting my tribe, as a chict’ should wry aud benefit his tribe.

]
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Moose Dung. My father, 1 arise once more. [ come here to meet you ax
chicf. 1 do not consider myself a chiet as high as you are, but 1 have a right
to speak freely. My father, 1 think when X lpok upon this Tand, “1:_ compare
it with other laads, that ] hitve a very fine teact, and that the soil is good. It
used to be my idea that we should be henefited by this treaty, and that you
should not zo far away unsatizficd.  1f we could agree onta price all will bo
well. T know that §am ue lisr—no cownrd, and that there is nothing against
me. That is the reason [ demand that you should open up your heart a little.
I ask for more, and b for more. It had been my intention to ask for the good
Tand about Thieving viver—that I wanted my children to live upon—one mil-

lion dollars in addition to what [ have already asked.

Mr. Iamecy. ‘Pell them that they ean’t expeet the patience of their Great
Father to last forever. 1 they suppose an expedition is to be fitted out at a
great cost every year-to sead commisgioners here merely to hear their tilk, 1
any afraid they will Le mistakon,

Moose Dung. When 1 spoke just now, 1 mcrely wanted to state the value |1
put upon the mouth of Thieving river.

Mr. Ramsey. Tl bim | don’t eare anything about the wouth of ‘Phicving
river.  He can have it il he wants it

Z:vr._.<=-n=:-::.r:_. IMather, let us take a rest.

Mr. Ramsey. When shall see them again?

May-dwa-gun-on-ind. Father, it is impossible for me to say » displeasing
word to you. "That mtter has been fixed among themselves.

Mr. Ramscy. Very well, then, go, and come back this afie
make an end of thix business.

rnoon, and let us

The session was resumed i the afternoon,  Mr, Ramsey hoped that the chiefs
had now come prepared to make a treaty which would not anly confer last-
ing benefits upon them, but pave them from a great deal of trouble in the future.

May-dwa-gun-on-ind rose with great promptitude, and replicd as follows :

1 salute my Great Father very hard.  Dow’t let my Great Father's heart be
turned against me when he hears whae I have to say. I salute you also, my
father. Do not let your heart be turned against me as you listen to my worda.
I salute all your soldiers, also,-and the whites that are here. Do not let them

“think hard of ‘me. ‘I'he Master of Life has listened to our words. 1le has lis-

tened to us, nand hay granted that wo should part from here as friend=—that on
our side of the carth should be perpetual friendship.  Now, I want to tell you,
my father, it is impossible.  There would not be enough thot my children should
be benefited by it: Now 1 um ready to retwrn to my home. There shall be
no bad thoughts on either ride. .

Little Rock. And also, my futher, in the very same wards 1 salute you. __._u
words and my words are one. It is true, my friend, that [ do not waunt to retaiu
that land from you. I do not. ‘Ihat is all.

Mr. Ramsey to the interpreter. Ask the other chiefs what they bave to ray
upon the matter. No response. ..

1 understand them, he continued, thai they adopt the language of the first
chicf, and that they refuse to make a treaty. Iverybody, in all ecountrics, will
know the prices I offered them, and it will be a wonder to everybody why they
rejected an offer which all will admit to have been not only fair, but liberal.
Tho plain inference will be that their hearts ace not right towards their Great
Father. Now, wgain, as they have concluded not to sell their luids, should
like to kuow what answer I shall take back to the Great Pather on the subject
of the deprel itions committed by them down heve at the Grand Forks. i

Little Rock. 1 shall give you a history of the afliv at the wouth of Butlilo

river,
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Mr. Ramsecy. I don’t want n history of that affair. 1 want an answer on the
subject of the depredations.  That is all.  'Lhe Great Father is required to com-
pensate the injured partics for the damages inflicted by tho Indiars on their
property. Now, what compensation are they going to mukehim? ‘Thatis what
I want to know.

May-dwa-gun-on-ind. We were going to give a history of that matter.

Mr. Ramsey. Tell him that the whole history of the matter is that the goods
were tiaken by his people.  Compensation is demanded by the owners of tho
moc;..w. All T waut to know of them is, where tho compensation is to como

rom

May-dwa-gun-on-ind I have spoken to my Great Father, through you. Ilo
must not feel hard towards me.  And to you, also, I havo spoken. You must
not feel hard townrds me. [ esteem mysell so low that Ldo not want to talk
loud. I respect you too much Al winter I have sent word to tho whites that
tho Chippewas of Red Lake wounld never meddle with the Sioux.

Mr. Ramsey. Tell him that all that is out of the question; the Great Father
has treated them very gently about n great wrong committed by them. o has
sent to them nt great expense, and now he wants an auswer. Tho wroug is
done, and there must be some compensation one way or the other.

May-dwa-gun-on-ind. This is the last word I have to say. After this word
I have done. Concerning the troublo at the Grand Forks: T was there at tho
time. [ saved a great deal of metal there at the Grand Forks. T went there at
the tiwe this happened.  Some one asked me it the iron would be taken also; I
told him I could not use the iron. There was no pillage. I was there when the
man delivered the things. My father, I have nothivg that [ can pay away.
There is where you have me at a loss.  What 1said of the Master of Life you

ought to aceept.

Mr. Ramsey.
beries committed, and who testify that the goods w
of threats of violencee,

May-dwa-gun-on-ind, (somewhat abashed.) I did not seo that.

Moose Dung. The reason that [ have come here is this ; 1 should not have
conzented at all to what has been said, if I had known any of their transactions,
(referring to May-dwa gun-on-ind and his party,) beenuse they keep seeret from
ine what they want to do.  When I call my young men together, I never hear
any one speak. I am the only one wno is always to work for my band. It had
been my idea to talk of the matter you are talking of now, had there been &
good understanding. What I wanted to ask you, in tho namo of all the chicfs,
braves, amd young men, wus 1o settle ull these diflicultios for us, because wo
have nothing ourselves. 1 supposo our mon think that wothing will bo felt if
they undertake to puy theso things; and perhaps that is ono reason why
they don’t want to make a treaty. All the whites look upon me and respect
me on account of my good behavior. That is always the way with me;
also the traders. It was my idea to have thought of them and to liave paid
them what I owe them. My friend, I am speaking to you becauso you uie
my father. I am sad at heart that you are about to be turned away. 1 have
met you before when we made u treaty.
transaction and thought we might be benefited by it, but I seo it cannot bo.
"My fricend, think a little more before you decide. 1lave pity on them. May bo
they think there will not be enough for their children. May bo that’s what they
think. If I was in your place, and lhud all your powers, and was n great chiof
like you, I should feel very much ashamed if I couldn’t accomplish anything.
I always think that when we meet we can come to an understanding, and make
everything satisfactory to you. 1 speak about this line and what they want to
give you. I myuelf think it is too small u sum. 'T'here would not be enough
for my children. "There, my father, I haveo spoken theso few words that you

There are persons heré now who were witnesses of the rob
cre delivered in consequenco

I have always looked back to that’
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may not be .:Z._E;E_ with we. 1 speak loud when | want to gain o point,
Thut is my way of doing when 1 want to gain a point. I like to tight it to the
end. I have made up my wind that in speaking to you 1 shall always spealk
with respeet. 1 know that our Great Father is strong. 1 know that you are
strong. T'hat is the reason 1 pressed it 1 thought you would offer we a littly
more. It is alwaya my way of thinking and speaking. It i3 always my way.

Mr. Ramsey. They can’t tell their young men that T have not made them a
veasonable offer. Ty are no betier than the Pillagers. L have offered to them
more money for less Tuid.  They have ot ouly refused it, but have fixed a
price upon their ld so extravagant ad ridiculous as shows that they come
here with no purpose to xell, but ouly to wifle with me, and to treat their Great
Pather with disrespect.  Under the ciremmstances, their proceedings sh.w a de-
termination not only not to wipe ont past offences, but to pursist in them,

Mr. Ramsey followed this line of argnment at lenggth, wnd presented the sub-
ject in every possible aspect. .

Little: RRock. By futher, 1 dont know anything about the trouble that hap-
pened there. | May be you wro speaking about the bont that used to be on the
river while our young men used to lovk to that river for their support. They
used to look there for their living, but the stenwmboat droveit away. [ wasunever
present when pillaging was going on, ind was never benefite by it in any
way. Tt was about this he was working.  He wanted to be at peace.

Mr. Rumsey. 1 am very pglad, indeed, to be at peace with bim personally
but their bands must be held responzible for what they do.

Broken Arm, (in a broken voice. leaning over the table) Father, 1am old,
and do not consider myself a chief any longer; but our chiets have marked their
road and do not want to vary from it, and you have marked your road and do
not want to vary from it. Llow, then, can you expeet Lo come together 1

Mr. Raumsey. I have marked a road by whicl, it your people will follow it,
they can escape from past troublis and keep out of fiuture diflicultivs,  T'here is
a blot apon their character whiclt they have vefused to wipe ot I have pointed
out an cary way to do it. 1 have shown them how they can make ample com-
pensation for the injurics they have done. They refuse to make compen-
gation for the injuries they have done. "They refuse to make any comprudation,
and now the Great Father must get it in such a way as he thinks proper.
Yor whatever consequences may happen to them, they cannot now blumg me or
the Great Yather. I have done the best [ could for them.  Their Great Father
has been at great expense and trouble to help them out of their diflicultics.
They refuse his kindness, and the responsibility must now rest wholly upon them.

Silence ensued for n few moments,  May-dwa-gun-on-ind finally rose, shook
hands with Mr. Rameey, and without saying anything, went out of the tent.
M'he rest remained a few moments, but, without imitating the ceremonious leavo-
taking of May-dwa-gun-on-ind, 1-ft one after another, aml the prospects of
making a treaty seemed to be at an end.

Friday, October 2—When the council broke up lust evening, all hope of
effecting a treaty with the Red Lake Indinns scemed to be at an end.

May-dwa-gun-on-ind, however, it was cvident, was the only obstaclo in the
way. He wus evidently a man of stern decision of character, and had inherited
his repugnance to a treaty from his father, who had died the year before, and
whose precepts and example on this subject he cousidered himself bound to
follow. Moose Dung, Broken Arm, and Leading Feather, on the other hand,
bad from the very first taken an cqually decided stand in favor of a treaty, and
in this position they were supported by the most influential men and the general
public sentiment of the several bands, though they had so far yielded in their
councils to May-dwa-gun-on-ind's influence as to agree upon exorbitant demands
as a teutative proposition, in the hope of inducing the commissioners to make
them o more liberal offer.  But they were by no means willing to lose the oppor-
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tunity to make u treaty by too obstinate a persistenee in their first demands.  One
after another of the chiefs wan won aver to Moose Dung’s wide by the arguments
of the commissioner.  On Thursday they held Jong and carnest councils among
themselves, and in the morning it was announced that they were again ready to
meet the commissioners,

‘They all appeared at the time appoioted, except May-dwa-gun-on-ind, who
sent word that he hud bidden the commissioners goud-bye, mid was not caming
again.  Moose Dung now took the leading part in the negotiations. e spoke
as follows :

MOOSE DUNQ'S SPEECIH,

My father, since 1 have made up my mind (o speak, I shall, in the first in-
stance, muke a cirele in order to come to the point I want to reach.  As long
s 1 have lived to attain to my present age, it has always been my aim to pro-
cure peace and a friendly wndesstnding, and whenever there was anything
wrong I have always worked with all my might to set v right.  Fathier, whien
1 think of the past and of the future, how sorry 1 shauld be if 1 should not be able
to swallow in the future what would happen it we did not accept your ofler.
It would have been the same with me ' 1 had swallowed what sone have
swallowed. It may be I shall be loth to aceept what you offer, but I will do
my best to come to a friendly understanding. 1t may be you shall hear nothing
bad or wrong from me. 1 do not want to speak in any way that might cause
offince. My way of doing business is, when 1 commence I always like to carry
it through. My young men all know me—how persevering 1 am, My farher,
let me fully understand  the line that was pointed out to you—ihat which we
made up our winds to cede to you.  Ifather, 1 am very much afraid. 1 am not
a cownrd. 1 am sometimes alone, but 1 am not afraid; but semething may
gometime arise which it makes me afraid to think of. I was afruid that hereafter
the chicty, the young men, and the children would point to me and sy, ¢ 1L told
alic.” Thave all trust in you that things may be fixed in such a wiy that things
will go right, and that no blame will be thrown on me. 1 wanted to speak
about the tract of country we talk of ceding to you, and that which you
talk of. You must not be grieved at e because I cannot express my
views as I feel.  Father, I do not want you te feel grieved. I want you to feel
glad. 1 don't waut to fix n price. 1 want you to help us, so that we will feel
proud and satisficd that we did our utmaost to benctit our tiibe. 1 do not exuctly
understand whether the terin of our annuitics is twenty or twenty-five years,
We are just changing face with our legs. [t ia not necessary to turn about to
talk over thoe subject.

A long conversation was now held as 1o the terms of the proposed treaty.
Moose Dung wanted something additional, but did not iunsist on it. He was
also solicitous that the treaty should provide for wiping ouc all past offences
by making compensation to the parties who had been robbed by their young
men.  Ile was also desirous that something should be done for their traders.
e always tried, he said, to pay his t aders, but when their season’s hunt failed
he somctimes found it impossible; and these debts had been growing for many
yuears; and it had always been his iden that when o treaty was male they
should be paid. . )

“Mr. Rawscy. 1 have been induced to vary my proposition eonsiderably, in
consideration of the good fecling and respect shown me by the chicfs.  But be-
cause, out of my regard for them and for their interests, I have been thus gen-
erous and made this proposition, T do not want them te press me more. 1 con-
template u treaty sigued by both the Rexd Lake and Pembina Indiauns, beeause
it would be a much more convenient and imposing paper.  He then said that he
had been induced to effer them $20,000 per year, to be divided anong ::.w: in
equal umounts per hcad; $100,000 to pay dumages tor the robberies eowmitied
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Ly their young men, and for their debis to their traders; $150 annually to their
chicli, to enable them to maintain their dignity, to be taken out of the annuity
fund ; $500 to each chief to enable i to Luild o house, and to get an examplo
of indusiry and comfort to their people; and 2,000 to Le distributed among
them in powder, lead, twine, aud anything they might wish. A provision
would also be inaerted in the treaty w keep liquor out of the ceded country, as
it waa this which was the cause of sll the troubles in other annuity-receiving
biarals,

Moose Dung. Father, you have hic my heart in the right spot, io speaking
of the tupuor as you did. Phat 3 what T dow’s want in my Ladl, beeause it is
the souree of trouble and pasver:sy Pather, T oaceept of the propasitions, be-
canse I see that 1w going to be aadsed from want 1o riches, to be vaised to the
lovel of the white mu. Father, T hope you will do what is vight with ing, and
my young men. L have always found that in holding in, 1 sometimes get move
fromemy wraders. Youawd the government have uwsad overy exertion for a
great miny years to bring about a ceaty; T do not want yon to exert yourself
i vaing [ now give up the tract of country ; I hope you will have pity on mo,
and see that these terms ave carricd out to the letter, so as not to Lead to troublo
hiereafter.

T'he colloyuy continued for a long time between Mr. Runsey and the chichs
of Red lake and Pembina.  "T'hey mindee i request that 85,000 should bi appro-

priated to ent out a road from Leech lake to Red ke, As the  proposed im-
provement scemed (o bo ae beneficial 1o the government as to the ladians, a
stipnlution was inserted to that cllver. Bowas also requested that honorabla
1. M. Rice should be one of the commis ioners appointed 1o audit ehims for
debt and damage.  The Pembina Lalitbreads made a strong effort 10 procurs
the insertion of a provision tor the appropriation of an extravagant sum for
their benefit. At the end of 4 ses~ia of three and o half howrs® dusation,
Monsi: Dung, who had stood ior an hour weighing and deliberatiag upon every
separate provision of this treaty, ssniag for this explanation and that wodifiea-
tion, appearing to labor under o serious sense of the great responsibility he was
taking, at kst touched the pen which was 1o afiix his vicwrions siga munual to
the treaty. e was followed by Broken Avin, and one afier another all the
chicfs of Red luke and Pembina ewme up and touched the pen, except blay-
dwu-gun-on-ind, who, true 10 his resolution, did not again make his appearance.

Wilhen the chiefs and principad wen had sigued the treaty, the beautiful
medals provided by the department, were disteibuted to the chicls.  During the
night the comsummation of the treaty was celebrated with great rejoicing in
the Indizn camps.

Suturday, October 3—"T'o-duy the treaty goods and what remained of the
provisions were distributed to the Indians, under the supesvision of Me, Benjae
win Thowpson, Major Cawp, aud uthers. The presents wero veecivod with
great satisfaction.  May-dwa-gun-ou-ind made his appearance during the dis-
tribution, and reecived his allotted share of the goods, in the course of which
he expressed himsclf satisticd with the treaty, but said that he had always de-
clared he would not sign a treaty, and he could not break liis word.

And finally the flags provided by the department for the purpose, wero pre-
sented to the chiefs, at the request of Mr. Ramsey, by Major George tl. Camp,
who accompanicd the presentation with suitable remarks to cach chief,

Duriug the course of the afternvon and evening, the chicfs came to talk with
My, Rumacy.  Non-so-mo or Moose Dung, who had been chiclly instramental
in bringing about the treaty, urgently requested that some of the Red Like
chicly, himsclf among the number, wight be invited to Washington,  He was
desirous, also, that the same privilege should be extended to May-dwa-gan-on-ing,
for 1he reason, as ho said, that when he saw the power of the Great Father, ho
would come back with a greatur vespeet for tho whites than he now had.  May-
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dwa-gun-on-ind himaelf, it was understood, was anxious to go to Washington,
and Mr. Ramaey so far assented to theso requests, aa to promise to use his in-
flucuce to procure the permission of the President.

Sunduy, Octuber 4.—REarly this morning, on the fourteenth day from our
arvival wt the treary ground, the expedition started on ite return he we. It is
arranged that the chief part of our escort and train shall take what in called the
middle roud, which parts from the Crow Wing road near Buffalo river, for ort
Abercrombie, Alexandria, and other posts «n that route, while the commission-
ers, with am escort of forty men under Licutenant Larned, take the road to
Crow Wing, humeward.

Sunday, October 11.—~We reached the Chippewa agency to-duy, where Mr.
Ramsey wus to have transacted some business with Hole-in-the-day and other
chicfs of the Mississippi bands, under instructions from the department. But
a8 the chicfs were not present, it was arranged, by the advice of Agent Morrill,
that Mr. Ramscy should return in some ten days, when the chiefs would by

present at the payment.
" Wednesday, October 14.—Arrived in Saint Paul.

Conference with the chicfs of the Mississippi bands.

October 29.—A conference was to-day had by Mr. Ramsey with the chiefs of
the Mississippi bands at the Chippewa agency, Mr. Panl Beaulicu acting as in-
terpreter.  T'he following notes of the conference were taken by Mr. Benjamin
Thownpson =

Mr. Ramsey. Say to the chicfs that I came here at the request of their Grent
Father, and as they have asked to meet me, if they have anything 1o say, | am
willing to listen fo them for a short time, and will report it to him if they wish
me to do so.

Berry-Hunter, from Sundy Lake. My friend, we are very happy to see you
bere. We are very happy to hear that you have come here to look after our in-
terests, and a3 we have done a great deal of business with you in old times
pleasantly, we have confidence that yon will make our difficultics lighter than
they appear 1o us. 1 wish to say a few words to yon, and I wish yon to
treasure up what 1 say for the good of my children.

Last winter some of the Chippewas went down to Washington.  When they
returned, and I heard what was done I was very sorry, and I could not gleep
at night, it distressed me so. At the time that my nephew went down in 1855
to Waushington, they made a treaty which gave us rescrvations. I eannot see,
or I do.not know, that 1 have forfeited the one which was given tome. My
nephew (here pointing to Hole-in-the-day) when he was down, had a reservation
ect aside for me that I have wished to pass my days and be buried on. I wixh
to axk one favor from our Great Father—to allow us to remain on our old reser-
vationz. There are several years yet for our annuities to run, we were satisfied,
and I wish to remain until they are out.

We are ulways glad to listen to our Great Father, and to do as he wishes us
to. 'The Master of Life gnve us n home. 'We have sold what we did not want.
I did not help make the last treaty, and 1 cannot, as I understand it, approve
of it. 1 am getting to be an old man, and shall not do much more business, &c.
I'leave it all to my nephew and son. What they do I will consent to, and be
sutisfiecd.  'We have all of us one mind. We all wish it left with those I have
named. It is too late to talk much about it, but we trust it all to you, and the
one 1 have spoken of.  The lust treaty we are not satisficd with, and we know
that wliat was done there was done through fear, T'he country they gave us is
tot a good country for Indiuns, and is of no account tous.  We leave it all with
our Great Father, and trust all to your having things made right. We have
great confidence in you, as we have known you long as our friend.
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Little Frenchman, from Pokegama. My futher, what that old man has stated
ag diis feelings, are my feclings and views exactly. We have not been able to
learn what was done at Waghington. One of the reagons we feel bad is, the
chicfs that made the last treaty have never told us what they did at Washing-
ton. Through respeet to our Great Father, [ wish to live up to his ireaties and
do what is right; but we do not know what to do. Perhaps we would uot mur-
mur inuch if we knew all that was done then.  You know all about it, and we
all wish you to explain to us what was done. .

Dram Beater, of Pokegewn. 1 have o foew words [ wish to eny. I think 1
have a right to be heard, and T agree with these older chivgs.  We wish to know
where the new reservations are. We have never wished to part with eur old
reservitions, and still wish to hold them.  If others sold them, we did not wish
to pact with thew, for our father told us never to part with the one we have.
We are not satistied.  That is all.

Maub-ose-o-grad, of Pokegema. T also have a few words I wish to sy, 1
have never seen you before, Lut hope you can make things better for us, as we
are very much to be pitied, sinee the treaty was made Inst winter. It would
be well to give us some of the new reserve with our old one,  We do not wish
to be driven off our old reserve. Pather, we are already very poor, aud that
would makc us much worse off.

Nay-groon-n-be, of Mille Lue. There are great disaffections at Mille Lac in
regard to the late treaty.  T'he treaty wade at Washington has made constant

trouble among us.  If T eould tear it to picees, T would do so for that reason,

if-for no other.

Hole-in-the-day, of Gull lake. Tt has pleased the Master of Life to let us meet
a person we are all glad Lo see, that our Great Father has sent to us. What
we speak of to-dity ire subjects of the greatest importance to us; they are mat-

- ters of life and death to us,  Father and friend. what these old men gay to you
are the sentiments of all of us that did not go to Washington last winter, and
of muny of them that did go.  What we think of this past transaction 1 will not
now gy, as out of respeet to the government we will xubmit without now com-
plaining. I am sorry that by the terms of the treaty no clase was left so that
we would be allowed to wmewd it The consideration of these things makes it
a matter of life or death to us, for when we look at the treaty, we have only
about a stone’s throw that iy good for anything, and we see no way of bettering
ourselves.  We hope that you will use your influcnce for us.  We respeet the
goverument, and wish our Great Iather to make it better for us. We speak 1o
‘you, and we wixh to say to you that we do not flatter, but we have known you
a great while, and we ull know you have a great deal of influence, as you should
have, here and with our Grent Father, and we ask you to do what you can to
belp us, T must not now be misunderstood. | might say much more, but I
must now shicld myself. 1 I have ever conmitted auy crrors, 1-wish to cor-
rect them, and my young men all feel the same way. 1 am willing to sacrilico
my=clt for my baud, and die for them.

IPather, 1 have to ook to you. 1 told my friends you would come here. Wo
have heard that you would not come, and it made us feel bad fo think that we
would not be able o talk 10 you, but now we feel much better.

Mr. Ramsey. | have heard what they have said, and will communieate it to
the: Great Father. 1 have always had confidence in the Chippewas, and last
year, when the Sioux committed such horrible offences, and destroyed them-
w-lves, many others thought the Chippewas also would be bad. T said they
would not, mnd ¢ nstantly stated they would uot throw away all of the guod
wame they had so long been endeas oriug to ucequire. 1 know their Great Father
haw the kindliest feeling for them, and if their treaty, which they eomplain of,
is hard on them, he will make it as casy as possible. I am zlad 1o bear the
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chiefs say they will live up to it, and be coutent with such modifications as their
Great Father may be willing to concede, as the best thing they can do =o€.~ .

Now, if I understand them, they have appointed two chicfs to carry out their
wishes, if the President will consent, and that this is the wish of all of them.
If this is consented 1o, I will endeavor to have all things made right, through
their vepresentatives. I think 1 .:z_c_.a::.;.:.c:. —«_u_—au. and i.:. cndeavor to
see their Great I'ather, and securo his compliance with sowe of their requests.

Hole-in-the-day, (addressing the chiefs:) I now say to all of you, I will mo
what I can to arrange our difiiculties; but it you cutrust it to me, you must bo
satishied.  (Addressing Mr. Ramsey 1) We are all like sick men, wnd you aro
our doctor.  Wa feel much better sinco wo have seen and talked with you.

Mr. Ramsey. 1 shall svon go down to Washington. ‘There aro niny weighty
matters of busiuess to attend to, but 1 will attend to these things you have ﬂ...c.
ken of, s soon as I can, and I think there is a good opportunity for n satistuc-

tory arrangement. .
M_.::. u.m:e further conversation the conference ended, nud Mr. Rumsey re-

turncd next day to St. Paul.
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MESSAGE

PRESIDENT OF TIIE UNITED STATES,

A despatck from the minister of the United States to the Secretary of State,
relative to the modification of the 21st article of the treaty between the United
States and China.

JANUARY 25, 1864.—Read, referred to the Committos on Foreipn Relations, and ordered to be
printed in confidence for the uso of the Seuate. T

To the Senate of the United States :

I transmit to the Senate a copy of a despatch of the 12th of April last,
addressed by Anson Burlingame, ¢sq., the minister of the United States to
China, to the Secretary of State, relative to a modification of the 21st article of
the treaty between the United States and China of the 18th of June, 1858, a
printed copy of which is also herewith transmitted. These papers are submitted
to the consideration of the Senate with a view to their advico and consent being
given to the modification of the said 21st article, as explained in the said de-

spatch and its accompeniments.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
WASHINGTON, January 23, 1864,

Mr. Burlingame to My. Seward.
No. 34.) LeaaTioN o THE UNiTED STATES,
. Peking, April 12, 1863.

Sin: I have to inform you that on February 6, 1863, I received a despateh,
marked A, from Prince Kung, in which he expressed a desire to have article 21
of the treaty so modified as to permit duties to be paid when goods are re-
exported at the port into which they arc finally imported, and that, in such
case, it would ‘only be neccesary to get port clearances. The object of this
change which was suggested by Chunghow, the superintendent-of the three
northern ports, was to sccure a fairer distribution of the revenue.

I answered that I would examine the subject, and, if possible, mect the de-
sires of the prince. I accordingly did exumine the subject, and found that
there was no objection to the change; but to mako the system moro perfect, it
was submitted, through 8ir Frederick Bruce, the British ‘minister, that draw-
backs should be substituted for exemption certificates at all the ports.

Prince Kung replied in a communication, marked B, in which be asserited to
In my reply to this communication, marked C, I assented to the





